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SCHOOL UPDATES AND REMINDERS 
 
TRANSITION MORNING: 
Our staff and pupils enjoyed a fantastic transition morning last week, during which each class spent a 
morning in their new classrooms. Pupils spent time looking ahead to September, getting to know their new 
class teacher and preparing to make a positive move onward through the school. 
 
Class teachers for the start of the new academic year are as follows: 

CLASS TEACHER 

Reception Mrs Claire Joyce 

Year 1 Miss Rachael Henderson 

Year 2 Miss Leigh-Anne Millican 

Year 3 Mrs Rebecca Gardner 

Year 4 Mrs Joanna Ledger 

Year 5 Miss Kirsty Isles 

Year 6 Mr Michael Colling 

 
Mrs Nicola Sanderson (Deputy Headteacher) continues her maternity leave and will return later in the 
academic year. 
 
UPCOMING CURRICULUM EVENTS: 
Next week, we are inviting parents, family and friends in to school for an opportunity to share in some of 
the children’s learning from the past year. Each class event will be slightly different, but all will showcase 
and celebrate our pupils’ achievements and progress, with some providing an opportunity for adults to 
participate in a ‘hands on’ activity with their child.  
 
We would ask that those in attendance arrive no sooner than 15 minutes prior to the start time via the 
main school entrance (Duckpool Lane). Each event should last no longer than around 45 minutes. 
 

CLASS SESSION 

Reception Monday 11th July 2022, 9:15am 

Year 1 Monday 11th July 2022, 2:15pm 

Year 2 Tuesday 12th July 2022, 9:15am 

Year 3 Tuesday 12th July 2022, 2:15pm 

Year 4 Thursday 14th July 2022, 2:15pm 

Year 5 Wednesday 13th July 2022, 9:15am 

Year 6 Thursday 14th July 2022, 9:15am 

 
 
SPORTING UPDATE: 
A huge well done to our Y4, 5 and 6 pupils who were chosen to represent the school at the annual 
Gateshead Schools Athletics Festival. Each and every member of the squad competed wonderfully and 
were an absolute credit to the school. The squad qualified for a number of finals throughout the day, and 
brought home a glut of medals! Head on to our school website or Twitter feed (@whickhamstmarys) to see 
some pictures from the day.  
 
 



                                                                
 
RIP Fr DERMOTT DONNELLY: 
It is with great sadness that we share the news of the death of Fr Dermott Donnelly, the current serving 
Parish Priest in the neighbouring Parishes of St Joseph’s, Stanley, and The Sacred Heart, Byermoor. Fr 
Dermott was a passionate advocate for young people in the Diocese, and throughout his priesthood – not 
least during his tenure at the Youth Ministry Team, Consett – he touched the lives of so many. We pray for 
the repose of his soul and for his family and friends at this time. May he rest in peace. 
 
PRAYERS FOR UKRAINE: 
We would ask you to continue to pray for the people of Ukraine and Russia, and for world leaders, that a 
swift and peaceful end to this conflict may be reached immediately: 
 

Loving God, 
We pray for the people of Ukraine, 
for all those suffering or afraid, 
that you will be close to them and protect them. 
 

We pray for world leaders, 
for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices. 
 

We pray for the world 
that in this moment of crisis, 
we may reach out in solidarity 
to our brothers and sisters in need. 
 

May we walk in your ways 
so that peace and justice 
become a reality for the people of Ukraine 
and for all the world.  
 
Amen. 
 
Should you wish to make a personal financial donation to CAFOD’s Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal (part of 
the UK Disasters Emergency Committee Appeal), you can do so online at www.cafod.org.uk/Ukraine. 

http://www.cafod.org.uk/Ukraine

