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IMPORTANT DATES/TASKS FOR NEXT WEEK: 

 Parents’ consultations will be taking place in school all week. If you have a face-to-face meeting, 
please access school via the main office. As waiting space is limited in school, we would ask that 
you do not arrive any earlier than 5 minutes before your appointment time. Thank you.  

 Our World Book Day celebrations will be held on Monday 6th March. Our theme this year is 
‘Wonderful Words’. Pupils are invited to come in their own clothes/fancy dress inspired by one 
chosen word; parents/carers, please help prepare your child so they are able to share with others in 
school their chosen word. We will share some photos of the day on our school Twitter feed 
(@whickhamstmarys). 

 Although the first Chance to Shine cricket session for Y1, 2 and 3 was cancelled, sessions will begin 
this week so pupils in these classes require PE kit every Wednesday – this will be an additional PE 
session for Y1 and 2 who will continue to have their normal PE session on a Tuesday. 

 
 

 
SCHOOL UPDATES & REMINDERS 
 
LENT: 
Year 4 pupils helped to get our Lenten preparations underway last week, leading a thought-provoking 
moment of prayer and worship for the whole school. The Collective Worship reminded us of the call that 
all Christians have throughout the 40 days of Lent: to give, to act and to pray. 
 
This week, our focus is upon ‘listening’ – an important part of prayer. Pupils in Y6 will lead the school in 
Collective Worship and will introduce some exciting Lenten challenges for pupils. 
 
Pupils will also hear about ‘Fairtrade Fortnight’ which encourages us all to make the small switch to 
Fairtrade which supports producers in protecting the future of some of our most-loved food and the 
planet. You can find out more about the annual campaign here: https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get-
involved/current-campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight/.  
 
REMINDER – LENTEN DONATIONS: 
Pupils are encouraged to bring in the following items as part of our Lenten donation to the Gateshead Food 
Bank: 
 
Reception – Dried pasta + toothpaste 
Year 1 – Tinned tomatoes + toothpaste 
Year 2 – Tinned soup + antiperspirant deodorant 
Year 3 – Tinned tuna + shampoo 
Year 4 – Tomato purée + shampoo 
Year 5 – Coffee/tea bags + washing up liquid 
Year 6 – Long grained rice + washing powder/liquid 
 
Donations should be in school by Monday 20th March. Thank you for your generosity. 
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SPORTS UPDATE: 
A huge well done to our KS1 pupils who represented the school in a multi-sport event this week. The pupils 
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity, displaying some fantastic skills and an even better attitude! We are all 
so proud of their achievements. 
 
‘HATS ON FOR HYDROCEPHALUS’: 
Next week is Hydrocephalus Awareness week, and our pupils in Reception class will be supporting the 
‘Hats on for Hydrocephalus’ initiative being promoted by the charity Shine (formerly, the Association for 
Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus). The class will be taking part in some creative activities to promote 
awareness of the charity and its aims. You can find out more about the charity and its awareness week 
here: https://www.shinecharity.org.uk/hydrocephalus-awareness-week-2023-campaign/hydrocephalus-
awareness-week-2023 and can make a donation to the charity here: 
https://www.shinecharity.org.uk/donate/overview.   
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