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IMPORTANT DATES/TASKS FOR NEXT WEEK: 

 Please come along to your child’s ‘Explore the Curriculum’ open session this week: 
 
CLASS  EXPLORE THE CURRICULUM – HOW WE LEARN 

Reception  Wednesday 15th February 2023, 9am 

Year 1  Tuesday 14th February 2023, 9am 

Year 2  Thursday 16th February 2023, 9am 

Year 3  Wednesday 15th February 2023, 2:30pm 

Year 4  Thursday 16th February 2023, 2:30pm 

Year 5  Tuesday 14th February 2023, 2:30pm 

Year 6  Friday 17th February 2023, 9am 

 School will be closed from 20.2.23 – 24.2.23 for the February half-term break. Pupils’ first day back 
will be Monday 27.2.23. 

 
 

 
SCHOOL UPDATES & REMINDERS 
 
EXPLORE THE CURRICULUM: 
This week, we will be opening our doors to parents/carers for our ‘Explore the Curriculum – How We 
Learn’ sessions. This will provide an opportunity for parents/carers to look at their child’s books with them, 
and will also include a fun and informative session about how to support your child with making progress 
in Mathematics (the area of the curriculum that parents/carers told us last term that they would be most 
interested in learning more about). 
 
If parents are unable to attend a session, another family member is more than welcome to attend in their 
place. Parents unable to attend their child’s session should contact the school office to make us aware of 
this; alternative appointments can be made to come into school and look at your child’s books with them.   
 
CONTINUING INDUSTRIAL ACTION: 
As we communicated earlier this term, the second of the planned strike days by members of the National 
Education Union (NEU) is due to take place on Tuesday 28.2.23. We will communicate further before the 
end of next week as to which classes will be affected. 
 
SPORTING SUCCESS: 
A huge well done to our Y6 mini basketball team who were crowned Gateshead champions in a hotly 
contested finals afternoon last week. The team competed magnificently and brought home a rather 
wonderful cup for the already heavily laden trophy cabinet! 
 
Well done too to our Y1 and 2 athletes who competed in a sports hall athletics event at St Thomas More 
last week. The pupils loved every minute of their evening during which they were challenged to have a go 
at a number of different events and represented the school marvellously.  
 
REMINDER – WORLD BOOK DAY: 
At St Mary’s, we will actually be holding our World Book Day celebrations on 6.3.23. The theme we will be 
using this year is ‘Wonderful Words’. Rather than dressing up as a character from a chosen book, we are 
asking that pupils dress up as a favourite word. This can be as simple as a preferred sports kit for the word 



                                                                
 
‘dynamic’ or something that may require more lateral thinking (such as for words like ‘onomatopoeia’ or 
‘oxymoron’!). We will give further reminders nearer the time, but as ever, please do not see this as an 
activity that requires you to buy anything new, but rather, use what you already have in a creative way. 
There will be no prizes for ‘best in show’ – this is not the focus of the activity – but we will of course 
celebrate the efforts of all. 
 
 
 


