
  St Mary’s                    News Bulletin 

        Spring Term Week 1 

                                                                                                                                                                   9.1.23 – 13.1.23 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES/TASKS FOR NEXT WEEK: 

 Whole school Mass – 9:30am at St Mary’s RC Church, Thursday 19th January 2023.  

 No swimming for Y5. 
 
 

 
WELCOME BACK: 
 
Welcome back to you all at the start of the new term. I trust that everyone has had a restful and enjoyable 
Christmas and a great start to the New Year. It’s always a privilege to welcome our pupils back to school 
and to share in the joy and excitement of their catching up with friends and the tales of their winter 
breaks.  
 
On Monday, during our first collective worship of the year, we shared the stories of the Epiphany and the 
Baptism of Lord, two feasts of Christmastide which recall very different times in the life of Jesus, but which 
share an intrinsically linked message: that God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to demonstrate to us the fullness 
of His love for all of humankind. In a world so often lacking in many of the fruits of this love: patience, 
tolerance, respect, empathy and kindness, this Gospel message is a timely reminder for us all at the start of 
a new year that the way we are called to live, as Christians, is so very necessary in our world today. 
 
As we embark on a new year at St Mary’s, we should be filled with encouragement from the certainty that 
God’s love for us knows no boundaries, and should be secure in the belief that – strengthened by this love 
– we can achieve great things. We look forward together to sharing in the many successes and celebrations 
that the year will bring, but more than that, we look forward to travelling the journey alongside you and 
your families, and in sharing in the joys of the year with you and your children.  
 
I thank you in advance for your support and co-operation over the coming term and would like to take this 
opportunity to make myself available – by phone or in person – if there should ever be a need or concern 
you wish to discuss with me personally. 
 
I trust that this will be an incredible year for us all. 
 
Yours in Faithful Optimism, 
 
Mr J Wheatley 
Headteacher 
 
 
SCHOOL UPDATES & REMINDERS 
 
WHOLE SCHOOL MASS: 
We will be celebrating whole school Mass at the start of the new school year at 9:30am on Thursday 19th 
January in St Mary’s RC Church; all welcome. 
 
SWIMMING: 
There will be no swimming for Y5 this week. Y4 will go swimming after attending Mass. 
 
 



                                                                
 
NURTURE GROUPS: 
We are in the process of initiating some small group nurture sessions for pupils who may, for whatever 
reason, be struggling with their emotional well-being. This could be to do with issues such as (but not 
exclusive to) bereavement, family separation, attachment, anxiety. If you think your child(ren) may benefit 
from this provision, and would like to find out more, please contact Mr Wheatley at school by phone or 
email for more information. 
 
PUPILS ARRIVING WITHOUT ADULT SUPERVISION: 
If your child has the responsibility of travelling to school without supervision, please ensure that they do 
not arrive at the school gates in advance of 8:40am. At present, we have a significant number of children 
arriving 10/15 minutes before the gates open which inevitably leads to issues with regards their safe 
supervision. Pupils should be reminded that expectations for their behaviour before and after school is the 
same as throughout the school day, and that it is of particular importance that they demonstrate 
understanding of this when they are without adult supervision. Thank you.  
 
AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS: 
There are currently four spaces available in the Tuesday after-school Happy Feet club. If your child is in Y1-
6 and is interested in taking up one of these places, please contact the school office to register your 
interest. Further information regarding the cub can be shared on request. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS: 
Huge congratulations to Miss Isles who, this Christmas, was married, and will now be known as Mrs 
Mastaglio. We wish her every success for the future with her new husband. 
 
 
 


