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At St Mary’s Primary School we are determined that every pupil will learn to read, regardless of their background, needs 

or abilities. Success in reading has a direct effect upon progress in all other areas of the curriculum and is crucial in 

developing children’s self-confidence and motivation. Our curriculum prioritises reading as the gateway to all learning and 

aims to inspire all our pupils to develop a love of reading. We believe that reading is the key to independent learning and 

it is given the highest priority in the design and implementation of our curriculum.  

OUR AIMS 

• To promote a love of reading. 

• All pupils read with confidence, fluency and understanding. 

• All pupils will develop age-appropriate synthetic phonics skills for reading and spelling by the end of Y2 

• All pupils will read widely with fluency and comprehension which is appropriate for their age and demonstrate 

good progress from their individual starting points. 

• Pupils will have an interest in words and their meanings, developing a varied and rich vocabulary 

• Pupils will read a rich and varied diet of texts including fiction, non-fiction and poetry.  

At St Mary’s, we ensure that pupils read daily in school, and encourage parents/carers to ensure that their child reads 

daily at home. For us, the overriding aims of daily reading for all pupils are to: 

• Foster a love of reading, story-sharing and acquiring knowledge. 
• Develop fluency and accuracy in reading. 
• Develop reading comprehension. 
• Develop a child’s language and communication. 
• Support a child’s writing development. 
 

CURRICULUM 

Our curriculum is structured to ensure that pupils meet expected milestones in their reading development in accordance 

with national expectations which are outlined in the Child Development Matters (EYFS) and the National Curriculum (Y1-

6), and assessed at the end of Reception Class (Early Years Profile), Y1 (Phonics Screening), Y2 (KS1 SATs) and Y6 (KS2 

SATs).  

EYFS AND KEY STAGE 1 

PHONICS 

Early reading skills are taught using the Read Write Inc (RWI) programme of synthetic phonics. Children begin learning 

with this programme in the first week of Reception class and progress through the system until they have become fluent 

readers.  
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Phonic knowledge is taught in Speed sounds lessons and applied in the storybook lessons. Children start reading simple 

sentences in Red Ditty books and then read fiction and non-fiction books carefully matched to their growing phonic 

knowledge from Green level onwards.  Children learn to decode words using phonic knowledge but also learn Red words 

(common irregular words). Talking about the books is an integral part of the programme. The Read Write Inc. Speed 

sounds lessons follow a careful progression, with sounds being introduced sequentially in a structured and systematic 

way. The broad order follows three sets: 

* Set 1 teaches the most common sound-letter correspondences: m a s d t / i n p g o / c k u b / f e l h sh r / j v y w / th z ch 

qu x ng nk 

* Set 2 Speed sounds teaches alternative vowel sounds: ay ee igh ow oo oo ar or air ir ou oy 

* Set 3 Speed sounds is made up of alternative spellings of Set 2 sounds: ea oi e a-e i-e o-e u-e aw are ur er ow ai oa ew ire 

ear ure 

The Speed sounds are taught using cards and are the key focus sounds that children learn. As they move up the levels, 

more unusual correspondences that they need to learn are pointed out to them as alternatives.  

Phonics is taught in groups and in whole class teaching sessions daily. Those children who are falling behind, are targeted 

and extra sessions are included to help them catch up.  

By the end of Year 1, most children will have mastered the RWI programme of synthetic phonics and be in a good position 

to take the Phonics Screening Check. Those children who did not meet the standard of the check will continue to be 

taught phonics in Year 2.  

GUIDED READING 

Guided reading sessions allow the children to develop their growing phonics knowledge and learn other strategies for 
reading, especially how to read common exception words. These sessions help to develop other aspects of the reading 
curriculum and these skills (assessment focuses) are assessed and tracked using the Gateshead Assessement Profile for 
Reading (RGAP.) Assessment foci are:  

 AF1: WORD READING using a range of strategies including accurate decoding of text to read for meaning  

 AF2: Identify and retrieve key information from texts: understand, describe, explain select & use quotation & 
reference to text  

 AF3: Deduce, Infer & Predict  

 AF4: Understanding structure and organisation of texts  

 AF5: Writers’ choice and use of language  

 AF6: Purpose, Viewpoint and personal responses  

 AF7: Social, cultural & historical traditions   
 
There is a carousel approach to guided reading in Key Stage 1. The teacher will work with each group once a week whilst a 

teaching assistant words with another and the rest of the children complete activities to help develop reading skills. In 

guided reading sessions, children use the RWI story books, which closely match the phonemes that they have been 
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taught. Every child is encouraged to read the text for meaning with three readings of each story to ensure that the story is 

understood and read with fluency and expression. Vocabulary is taught in the context of the stories. The teacher uses the 

words and phrases, and children are encouraged to use them in talk and in their writing. The RWI programme has partner 

work at the heart. Children work in pairs and talk together at every stage of the lesson to enhance their spoken language 

and embed their understanding. 

The sequence of reading books shows a cumulative progression in phonics knowledge that is matched closely to the RWI 

programme. Teachers give pupils sufficient practice in reading and re-reading books that match the grapheme-phoneme 

correspondences they know. Children are given RWI Book Bag Books to read at home which are based on the same 

sounds and stage that they read in school.  

By the end of Year 1, most children will have mastered the RWI programme of synthetic phonics. Those children who did 

not meet the standard of the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check will continue to be taught phonics in Year 2 and beyond if 

necessary. Those children will continue to use the RWI story books in guided reading sessions and as home readers.  

When children have mastered the RWI programme of phonics and have successfully used the RWI story books, they 

progress on to reading banded books. Banded books are selected by the teacher and carefully matched to the ability of 

the children.  

SHARED READING 

Pupils in the EYFS and Key Stage 1 are familiar with and enjoy listening to a wide range of stories, poems, rhymes and non-

fiction texts which are chosen for reading to develop pupils’ vocabulary, language comprehension and love of reading 

throughout each day.  

Books are also shared in English lessons to stimulate units of work and give children access to a rich diet of texts.  

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment is an ongoing process and during each guided reading session, the teacher will make notes. Each half term, 

children are assessed using the RWI Assessment Chart and are grouped and taught accordingly. Children are also assessed 

for their knowledge of the first 100 High Frequency Words and then the next 200. From Year 2, pupils take the Rising Stars 

reading progress tests half-termly, as well as practice SATs papers later in the year.  

Each half-term, teachers also complete a more in-depth guided reading assessment task which focuses on a different 

assessment focus from the RGAP each half term.  
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A child at the standard in their word reading ability should be able to do these things outlined underneath term by term.  

A Child at the 
Standard  

Autumn Spring  Summer 

Year Reception   Reads word time 1-7 

 Mastered set 1 

 Can read a few irregular 
words 

 Read ditty books 

 Mastered set 1 and beginning 
to master set 2.  

 Can read some irregular 
words 

 Reads and understands 
simple phrases.  

 Reading RWI Green to purple 
Book Set 1 & 2 

 Mastered Set 1 and 2 sounds 

 Read some irregular words 

 Read and understand 
sentences.  

 Read Pink (stage 1) and Red 
(Stage 2) Banded books.  

Year 1  Reading RWI purple Book Set 
2 – Pink Set 3 

 Mastered Set 1 and 2 sounds 

 Familiar with some set 3 
sounds 

 Read some irregular words 

 Read and understand 
sentences. 

 To apply phonic knowledge 
and skills as the route to 
decode words.  

 Read Red Yellow (Stage 3) 
and Blue (Stage 4) banded 
books.  

 Reading RWI Orange- Yellow 
sets 4 and 5 

 Mastered Set 1 and 2 sounds 

 Most of set 3 sounds known 

 Read many irregular words 

 Read and understand whole 
books.  

 To apply phonic knowledge 
and skills as the route to 
decode words.  

 To blend sounds in unfamiliar 
words using the GPCs that 
they have been taught. 

 Read Blue (Stage 4) and 
Green (Stage 5) banded 
books.  

 Reading RWI Blue set 6 and 
Grey Set 7.  

 Mastered Set 1, 2 and 3 
sounds 

 To apply phonic knowledge 
and skills as the route to 
decode words.  

 To blend sounds in unfamiliar 
words using the GPCs that 
they have been taught. 

 To respond speedily, giving 
the correct sound to 
graphemes for all of the 40+ 
phonemes. 

 To read words containing 
taught GPCs. 

 To read words containing -s, -
es, -ing, -ed and -est endings. 

 To read words with 
contractions, e.g. I’m, I’ll and 
we’ll. 

 Read Orange (stage 6) 
banded books.   

Year 2  Reading RWI Grey Set 7.  

 Mastered Set 1, 2 and 3 
sounds 

 Can read complex words. 

 Recognises less common GPC 

 Applies phonics knowledge in 
increasingly complex texts.  

 Read Turquoise (Stage 7) 
banded books.   

 Mastered Set 1, 2 and 3 
sounds 

 Can read complex words. 

 Recognises less common GPC 

 Applies phonics knowledge in 
increasingly complex texts.  

 Read Turquoise (Stage 7) and 
Purple (Stage 8) banded 
books.   

 To continue to apply phonic 
knowledge and skills as the 
route to decode words until 
automatic decoding has 
become embedded and 
reading is fluent. 

 To read accurately by 
blending the sounds in words 
that contain the graphemes 
taught so far, especially 
recognising alternative 
sounds for graphemes. 
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 Accurately read most words 
of two or more syllables. 

 Read most words containing 
common suffixes 

 Read words accurately and 
fluently without overt 
sounding and blending, e.g. at 
over 90 words per minute, in 
age-appropriate texts. 

 Read Gold (Stage 9) banded 
books.   

 

STRUGGLING READERS 

Pupils who are not making as much progress as their peers are identified early through our assessment cycle. They are 

discussed at half-termly pupil progress meetings with the SLT and appropriate interventions are discussed and 

implemented by the class teacher, with the support of the SENCo. The SENCo may carry out the York Assessment of 

Reading Comprehension test(YARC), a standardised assessment to gain more knowledge of the issues a struggling reader 

has encountered.  

INTERVENTIONS: 

 The Gateshead Fluency Project in Year 2 

 PAT programme: targeting children with poor phonological knowledge 

 Extra phonics for groups using RWI 

 One to one reading daily for targeted children.  

KEY STAGE 2 

PHONICS 

By the time a pupil joins Key Stage 2, overt phonics teaching would be only for children who had gaps in their phonological 

knowledge. These would be identified by pupil progress discussions, if they had not meet the standard at the end of Key 

Stage 1 SATs or if they continued to not meet the standard of the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check at the end of Year 2.  

Children would receive phonics teaching as an intervention and teachers would incorporate the teaching of phoneme 

grapheme correspondences during guided reading time with those individuals.  

In Key Stage 2, phonics will be reinforced by the teaching of spelling.   

GUIDED READING 



 
 

St Mary’s R.C. Primary School 
 

READING AT ST MARY’S 
 

6 
 

In Lower Key Stage 2, Guided reading is mostly taught in a carousel with groups reading appropriate texts with the 

teacher, whilst other groups do follow on activities and develop reading skills through independent tasks. By Year 4, there 

will be a mixture of group guided reading lessons and whole class guided reading lessons.  

In Upper Key Stage 2, guided reading is taught as a whole class activity, with the same text accessed by all, but 

differentiated activities and questions. The focus of guided reading is mostly on skills of inference, retrieval and 

vocabulary (most common question styles in KS2 SATs). In each Guided Reading session, a task will be given that focuses 

on 1 AF skill to ensure that a range of skills are practiced over the week/half-term. These tasks will be informed by whole-

class text. 

Examples of activities which could be used:  

 AF1 Word Reading: Pre-teaching vocabulary that will appear in next chapter, finding definitions and the wordclass of 

each word. This activity has been used for exploring synonyms and antonyms also. When reading aloud, children put 

up their hands when they hear/read one of these words and consider why it has been used or what other word 

could’ve been used. These words are displayed on our ‘Vocabulary Ninja’ display.   

 AF2 Retrieval:  Differentiated questions to retrieve information from texts in various formats including questions, 

sequencing tasks and true or false tasks. Regular targeted questioning in class during reading aloud sessions at the 

end of the day.  

 AF3 Deduce, Predict and Infer: Emotions mapping using line graphs, role play/hot-seating, writing from a character’s 

perspective, using inference quadrant using front cover and blurb at the beginning of reading new texts to make 

predictions.   

 AF4 Structure and Organisation: Exploration of layout features when looking at non-fiction texts in English.   

 AF5 Writer’s Choice and Use of Language: Impressions of characters activities, using examples from texts.  

 AF6 Recommending Books to Peers: Shared book reviews to encourage chn to select recommended books, Reading 

Display to spark interest in different books.  

Texts are chosen with consideration to whole-school focus, making links to topics as well as types of books to ensure a 

varied diet.   

SHARED READING  

For Shared Reading texts, each term has a focus: Autumn 1 Contemporary Fiction, Autumn 2 Historical Narrative, Spring 1 

Classical Fiction, Spring 2 Picture Books, Non-fiction and Poetry, Summer 1 Traditional Tales and Summer 2 Picture Books, 

Non-fiction and Poetry. 

The texts are used for the basis of English planning and writing opportunities where appropriate. These texts are read 

aloud each day for reading for pleasure.  

The texts are chosen to be challenging to all pupils, but so that all children can access it. 

ASSESSMENT 
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Assessment is an ongoing process and during each guided reading session, the teacher will make notes. Each half term, 

children are assessed using the Rising Stars reading progress tests half-termly. Each half-term, teachers also complete a 

more in-depth guided reading assessment task which focuses on a different assessment focus from the RGAP each half 

term. From Year 4, Reading Plus offers a wealth of assessment information. In Year 6, past SATS papers inform reading 

assessment.  

STRUGGLING READERS 

Pupils who are not making as much progress as their peers are identified early through our assessment cycle. They are 

discussed at half-termly pupil progress meetings with the SLT and appropriate interventions are discussed and 

implemented by the class teacher, with the support of the SENCo. The SENCo may carry out the York Assessment of 

Reading Comprehension test(YARC), a standardised assessment to gain more knowledge of the issues a struggling reader 

has encountered.  

INTERVENTIONS: 

 The Gateshead Fluency Project  

 Toe by Toe 

 Reading Plus Years 4-6 

 One to one reading daily for targeted children.  

 Better Reading Programme 

READING FOR PLEASURE  

We give pupils opportunities to read a wide range of texts within the classroom that accommodate all reading ages within 

a class. These texts include: 

 Fiction and non-fiction books 

 Picture books (age appropriate) 

 Poetry 

 Magazines and comics/graphic novels 

 Newspapers (First News) 

 Children’s own work (within books and displays) 

Teachers regularly read aloud to pupils - Studies show that children who are read to aloud are more likely to do better in 

school both academically and socially. Effective reading aloud time is about creating a positive reading experience to 

engage pupils, so teachers model their enthusiasm for books and reading them. Teachers do not just read to the class but 

interact with them: ask questions about what has been read or the pictures they have been shown. This helps improve 

students’ comprehension of the story. As role models to the pupils, teachers model themselves as readers by discussing 

their own reading experiences with pupils. When choosing books to read aloud, a balance is struck between following the 

students’ preferences and inviting them to try new types of books to expand their horizons and spark new interests. 
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Through discussing books of personal interest, regularly referencing books and promoting different kinds of books, 

teachers foster a love of reading that is passed onto the children. Teachers also encourage children to read widely by 

promoting reading and by using class rewards and reading diaries to stimulate this love of reading. 

Teachers also encourage reading for pleasure by ensuring that pupils can use the class library, that they can choose books 

to read at home from the take home books selection and that they record and get rewarded for wider reading. 

Pupils are encouraged to read for pleasure and take home a different class library book each week to share at home. Each 

class has a library with a range of exciting and appropriate books. Teachers encourage children to share books they have 

enjoyed via engaging displays.  New reading books are regularly added to the stock along with First News.  

Each KS2 class has a class novel to be read to, and with, the children and this is focused on within planning. These class 

novels will also be used in writing and guided reading sessions in conjunction with developing children’s wider literacy 

skills and appreciation of age appropriate, quality texts. 

Teachers work hard to create inviting book areas in their classrooms with appropriate books and stimulating displays. 

Children are encouraged to bring in books to share with the class. Activities to promote reading for pleasure go on 

throughout the year, such as author visits and World Book Day.  

HOME READING ROUTINES 

As a school, we believe that pupils’ experiences, routines and opportunities for reading with an adult at home have a huge 

impact on their ability to meet curriculum expectations – not only in reading, but in all areas of the curriculum. Home-

school reading diaries allow us to record, encourage and support children with their daily reading at home.  

EYFS and KS1 

Pupils in EYFS and KS1 (Reception to Y2) will have up to three reading books to be read daily and returned in their reading 

folder on the day specified by the class teacher. All pupils will have a Read Write Inc book to practice and master the 

sounds taught as part of our curriculum until the point that they have mastered all their sounds with the required fluency. 

Alongside this, all pupils will receive a banded ‘shared reader’ and a ‘reading for pleasure’ book. 

SCHOOL WILL EXPECTATION FOR 

PARENTS/CARERS 

 Provide 1 Phonics Book Bag Book from the Read Write Inc scheme which your 

child will be able to read with 95% accuracy. 

AIM: To ensure that all pupils master all the 40+ phoneme-grapheme 

correspondences (GPCs) within the English language and to blend these sounds 

to read unfamiliar words for all taught GPCs by the end of Y1 as outlined in the 

National Curriculum. 

 To ensure that your child 

is reading with an adult at 

home every day. 

 To record daily reading in 

your child’s reading diary. 

 To return your child’s 

reading folder on the day 
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Pupils will continue to receive a phonics ‘book bag book’ until they have 

demonstrated reading accuracy of 95% at Set 7 of Read Write Inc. We expect the 

majority of our pupils to have met this standard by the end of Y1. 

 Provide 1 banded ‘shared reader’ to be read with an adult. 

AIM: To encourage your child to develop a range of reading skills including: 

o Sight recognition of common and exception words. 

o Use of phonics to read unfamiliar words. 

o Comprehension of a text. 

 Provide 1 ‘reading for pleasure’ book that your child will choose to read with an 

adult at home however you see fit. This book could, for example, be: 

o Read to you by your child (if they are capable). 

o Shared as a bedtime story. 

o Read together as a family.  

AIM: To foster a love of reading for your child and help them to develop a 

healthy routine for reading. 

 Check your child’s reading diary once a week, and recognise and reward pupils’ 

efforts in completing daily reading. 

 Use reading records to help monitor your child’s reading progress. 

 Be proactive in raising concerns with parents/carers where pupils are 

consistently not meeting school expectations for reading. 

specified by your child’s 

class teacher (reading 

folders in EYFS and KS1 

are to be returned once a 

week). 

 

 

LKS2 
Pupils in LKS2 (Y3-4) will have up to two reading books (as long as they have mastered the curriculum expectations for 

phonics). All pupils will receive a banded ‘shared reader’ up until the point that they can access age-appropriate, 

independently selected texts with the required fluency and comprehension. Pupils will also have a ‘reading for pleasure’ 

book which can be read with an adult at home. Pupils who have not yet met curriculum expectations for phonics will 

continue to have a Read Write Inc book bag book to be read daily for fluency. 

SCHOOL WILL EXPECTATION FOR 

PARENTS/CARERS 

 Provide 1 banded ‘shared reader’ to be read with an adult which your child will 

be able to read with 95% accuracy. 

AIM: To encourage your child to develop a range of reading skills including: 

 To ensure that your child 

is reading with an adult at 

home every day. 
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o Sight recognition of common and exception words. 

o Use of phonics to read unfamiliar words. 

o Comprehension of a text. 

Pupils will continue to receive a banded ‘shared reader’ until they have 

demonstrated reading accuracy of 95% at the top end of the banded book 

schemes we use in school. 

 Provide 1 ‘reading for pleasure’ book that your child will choose to read with an 

adult at home however you see fit. This book could, for example, be: 

o Read to you by your child (if they are capable). 

o Shared as a bedtime story. 

o Read together as a family.  

AIM: To foster a love of reading for your child and help them to develop a 

healthy routine for reading. 

 Check your child’s reading diary every day, and recognise and reward pupils’ 

efforts in completing daily reading. 

 Use reading records to help monitor your child’s reading progress. 

 Be proactive in raising concerns with parents/carers where pupils are 

consistently not meeting school expectations for reading. 

 Provide all pupils in Y4 with a Reading Plus username and password to be used to 

promote accelerated progress in reading – to be used in school and at home. 

 Support any child requiring ‘catch-up’ to close gaps in learning by providing 

appropriate resources to support reading development. 

 To record daily reading in 

your child’s reading diary. 

 To return your child’s 

reading folder every day. 

 To encourage your child 

to use Reading Plus 

regularly. 

 

UKS2 
Most children in UKS2 (Y5 and 6) will have one reading book which will be changed when the book has been read in its 

entirety.  Some pupils will continue to be provided with a banded book if they continue to work below/towards 

curriculum expectations in reading with the aim to promote continued progress for all and closing of gaps in learning. 

SCHOOL WILL EXPECTATION FOR 

PARENTS/CARERS 

 Provide 1 banded ‘shared reader’ to be read with an adult which your child will 

be able to read with 95% accuracy. 

AIM: To encourage your child to develop a range of reading skills including: 

o Sight recognition of common and exception words. 

 To ensure that your child 

is reading at home every 

day with regular adult 

interaction – this could be 

reading with an adult, or 
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o Use of phonics to read unfamiliar words. 

o Comprehension of a text. 

Pupils will continue to receive a banded ‘shared reader’ until they have 

demonstrated reading accuracy of 95% at the top end of the banded book 

schemes we use in school. 

Provide 1 ‘reading for pleasure’ book which your child will be able to read with 

95% accuracy. 

AIM: To develop your child’s reading fluency and comprehension. To foster a 

love of reading for your child and help them to maintain healthy routines for 

reading. 

 Check your child’s reading diary every day, and recognise and reward pupils’ 

efforts in completing daily reading. 

 Provide all pupils in Y5 and targeted pupils in Y6 with a Reading Plus username 

and password to be used to promote accelerated progress in reading – to be 

used in school and at home. 

 Be proactive in raising concerns with parents/carers where pupils are 

consistently not meeting school expectations for reading. 

reading independently 

and then discussing with 

an adult. 

 To record daily reading in 

your child’s reading diary. 

 To return your child’s 

reading folder every day. 

 When provided, to 

encourage your child to 

use Reading Plus 

regularly. 

 

 
 


