
 
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School  

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 
 

 

At St Mary’s we aim to develop the talents of each pupil as a unique individual whose full 

potential can be developed in a community which has Christ at its centre.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Be who God meant you to be, and you will set the world on fire.”  



Curriculum Intent 
 

By the end of their Reception year, we endeavour to ensure that every child: 

• Settles well into school life; 

• Develops a love of learning; 

• Experiences many opportunities to develop their unique talents and learn new skills; 

• Develops a range of strategies to solve problems and challenges; 

• Benefits from a skilfully designed curriculum which enables them to achieve the Early Learning Goals; 

• Is well prepared to make a positive and successful transition in to Year 1;  

• Is supported to grow in resilience, confidence, independence & self-belief; 

• Has the chance to reach their full potential and to flourish. 

 

Principles of the Early Years Foundation Stage  

• We recognise that every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and who can be resilient, capable, 

confident and self-assured. 

• We form positive relationships with all children to enable them to learn and grow in a safe, secure, nurturing 

environment which helps them to develop appropriate independence;  

• We provide an environment, both indoors and outdoors, which enables every child to learn and develop with 

teaching and support from adults who respond to their individual needs and interests and help them to build 

their learning over time. 

• We understand that all children develop and learn at different rates, but we are determined to ensure that 

children ‘keep up’ with our curriculum expectations from the very beginning to ensure that children have 

every opportunity to flourish academically. 

• We provide challenging, playful opportunities for learning across the Prime and Specific Areas of Development 

and Learning which ensure that pupils learn more and retain more, and that they leave Reception Class with 

secure foundational knowledge which will allow them to continue to achieve success in their learning as they 

move into Year 1 and beyond.   

• We foster the Characteristics of Effective Learning: 

o Playing & Exploring 

o Active Learning 

o Thinking Creatively and Critically 

 

  



Statutory and Non-Statutory Frameworks 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

• Our Policy and Curriculum is based on the requirements set out in the Statutory Framework for EYFS 

(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907

/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf). 

• The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning which are inter-connected and equally important.   

• The Prime Areas are the basis of our curriculum and are particularly important for igniting curiosity and 

enthusiasm for learning.   

They are: 

o Communication & Language 

o Physical Development 

o Personal, Social & Emotional Development. 

 

• The Prime Areas are strengthened and applied through 4 Specific Areas.   

They are: 

o Literacy 

o Mathematics 

o Understanding the World 

o Expressive Arts and Design 

 

• The Early Learning Goals are not our curriculum but are used to assess the children at the end of Reception.  

We use the goals to build strands within our curriculum in order for the children to achieve these at the end 

of Reception.   

 

Birth to 5 Matters 

• At St Mary’s, our curriculum, practice and assessment is informed by the non-statutory guidance, Birth to Five 

Matters (Early Years Coalition, March 2021), which we use as a supporting document to assist with our 

implementation of the statutory Early Years Foundation Stage framework. Birth to Five Matters has been 

produced by a nationally recognised group of Early Years experts drawing on diverse and comprehensive 

experiences in the Early Years sector which helps us to build an understanding of how children typically 

develop and learn from birth up to the end of the Reception year (aged anywhere up to 71 months). 

• The purpose of the guidance includes reaffirming core principles which recognise 

o The child at the centre of practice; 

o The child’s connections within family, communities, cultures and the natural world; 

o The need to consider the whole child: physical, social and emotional wellbeing, health, and learning; 

o The child’s rights as members the child’s rights as members of society under the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), including: 

▪ Non-discrimination (article 2) 

▪ Best interest of the child (article 3) 

▪ Goals of education (article 29) 

▪ Right to be heard (article 12) 

▪ Right to play (article 31) 

▪ Right to freedom of expression (article 13) 

▪ Right to freedom of thought, belief and religion (article 14) 

▪ Right for children with a disability to live a full and decent life (article 23) 

▪ Right to learn and use the language, customs and religion of their family (article 30) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf


o The sector’s responsibilities under the United Nations Sustainability Goals and UNESCO Education for 

Sustainable Development; 

o the statutory requirements of the SEND Code of Practice. 

 

Principles of the Early Years Foundation Stage 

We subscribe to the principles of the Early Years Foundation Stage as outlined in the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Statutory Framework: 

 

  



Curriculum Schemes 

• We have carefully and meticulously selected a range of curriculum schemes and resources to support the 

delivery of our Early Years curriculum. These schemes are used to support pupils in learning and retaining key 

foundational knowledge required for academic success in the Early Years and beyond. 

• These curriculum schemes include: 

o Birth to Five Matters (Early Years Coalition) 

o Reading and Phonics – Read Write Inc (Ruth Miskin Literacy) 

o RE – Come and See (Matthew James Publishing) 

o Maths – White Rose Maths (White Rose Education) 

o Relationships and Health Education, and Personal Social and Health Education – Life to the Full 

(Ten:Ten) 

Home-School Partnership 

• We aim to develop positive relationships with parents even before children start our school.  This is done by: 

o Transition meetings and visits take place in the Summer term.   

o Parents are offered home visits before children start school. 

o Once children have started school, we hold two Parents Meetings each year and an end of year report is 

written for each child.   

o We hold a curriculum event each term, whereby parents are invited in to see and be involved in their 

child’s learning.  

o During the year, parents have regular contact with the class teacher through Arbor. 

o We use the school’s X account (formerly Twitter) to share insights into life in the Early Years and the 

progress of pupils across the year with parents. 

o We also have daily contact with parents and carers and an ‘open door’ policy is in place.   

 

Links with Local Childcare Providers 

• The majority of our children feed from Duckpool Pre-School CIC which operates from our school site. 

• We also have well established links with other local childcare providers and visit children in their nursery 

setting before they start school.   

  



Curriculum Implementation 

Teaching 
• At St Mary’s we believe that children are motivated and learn best when engaged and motivated. This can be 

due to: 

o Well informed provision and task design which makes best use of the knowledge of individual children’s 

own interests; 

o High-quality personal interactions with skilled practitioners with whom children share a trusting, safe and 

nurturing relationship;   

o Exposure to new subject matter which engages and sparks interest. 

• Each area of learning and development is implemented through our environment which allows for purposeful 

play.  We also believe that children need to be physically active and provide opportunities for this throughout 

the day.  

• We plan a mixture of adult led, adult directed and child-initiated activities.   

• We have regular Plan-Do-Review time in which children take the initiative for their learning and the adult 

supports and develops their play.  The adult plays an important role and, through their positive interactions 

and thought-provoking questioning, learning is enhanced.  

•  As children progress, children are encouraged to record their planning time work.  Children are also taught in 

teacher-led activities through a mixture of ability and mixed ability groupings. Teaching takes place in 1-1 

sessions, small group sessions and larger group sessions during the week.  The adult is constantly observing, 

assessing and planning for the children in our setting.   

Planning 

• We have developed our own curriculum using this document which outlines the progression of knowledge 

and skills in all areas of the EYFS curriculum over the year.   

• Half-termly overviews, with broad themes, are used as a basis for our curriculum content.  Short-term weekly 

and daily plans are adapted as a result of needs, interests of the children and daily observations and 

professional dialogue between the Early Years team. 

Phonics and Early Reading 

• We follow the Read Write inc scheme for phonics and reading.  

• We begin delivering our phonics programme as soon as children join the school.  

• We teach a daily phonics session to all pupils.  

• This session is led by the teacher and supported by the Teaching Assistant. We continually assess and review 

pupils’ learning in-line with our curriculum intent. 

• After six weeks, pupils are grouped according to their reading stage in line with our curriculum expectations. 

• Pupils who are not keeping up with the curriculum are identified at the earliest possible opportunity through 

ongoing daily observation and assessment. These children receive enhanced teaching and intervention 

opportunities to ensure that gaps in learning close at the earliest possible opportunity. This includes same-day 

intervention, adaptive teaching and focused support in the provision. We also work with parents and carers to 

support pupils’ reading development at home and have a particular focus with families where pupils are not 

keeping up with the curriculum.  

• Our expectation is for all pupils to keep up with our curriculum expectations meaning that they make a 

positive and successful transition in to Year 1 following their Reception year. 

• To further enhance our in-school offer, children are sent (up to) 3 books home each week. One book is linked 

to the RWI scheme and their phonetic stage of development; one is a shared book linked to the book banded 

books; and the third is a book chosen for pleasure to be shared at home.   



Language Acquisition 

• We prioritise the development of pupils language and communication as a way of ensuring that all pupils 

meet flourish within the curriculum. 

• We plan for pupils to acquire key Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary across the year and plan for professionals to model, 

use, explore and consolidate this language with pupils using the SEEC model (Select, Explain, Explore, 

Consolidate). 

• When required, we will plan time-limited, SMART target-driven interventions to support language 

development (such as Early Talk Boost). 

Mathematics 

• We use the White Rose Maths scheme to support our delivery of maths in Reception class, as well as a range 

of games and practical activities which are also enhanced through use of IT.  Maths plays a major focus in our 

learning environment and children learn through their play as well as teacher-led and teacher directed 

activities.      

Outdoor Learning 

• We operate a free flow system where children can move between our indoor and outdoor setting.  Child 

initiated and adult initiated tasks are taught in both the indoor and outdoor areas.  We use our forest school 

area for outdoor learning on a regular basis and we also use our allotment gardens to enhance our learning 

opportunities for all of our children.   

Religious Education 
• As a Faith school we foster the teachings of the Catholic Church.  We see every child as unique and aim to 

develop their God given talents to enable each of them to reach their full potential. We follow the ‘Come and 

See’ Scheme of work and topics are: Myself; Welcome; Birthday; Celebrating; Gathering; Growing; Good 

News; Friends; Our World.  

• We also teach the children about other faiths including Judaism and Islam.   

 

  



Curriculum Impact 

Assessment 
• Children complete the statutory Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) within the first six weeks of starting 

school. This gives us a benchmark to monitor and track pupil learning and progress over time. 

• Through our daily observations, formative assessments and professional reflections, we develop and enhance 

learning opportunities within the provision.   

• We use daily opportunities to check pupils’ regular recall of prior learning and key foundational knowledge. 

• We undertake half -Termly reviews of progress reflecting on our chosen curriculum guidance and statutory 

framework in order to plan the most appropriate next steps in learning.  

• Pupil Progress meetings are held with the Senior Leadership Team on a half-termly basis to monitor and 

moderate this process. 

• At the end of the Reception year, we complete the EYFS profile for each child.  Pupils are given a ‘best-fit’ 

judgement in all of the 17 Early Learning Goals as to whether they are: 

o Meeting expected levels of development; 

o Not yet reaching expected levels of development (emerging). 

• Judgements are reached through observations and discussions and are a measure of Year 1 readiness.   

Moderation 

• We have regular internal moderation meetings with staff in Reception class.  Half-termly pupil progress 

meetings are held in school.  We have a well-established support network of local schools and also cluster 

schools which enable us to provide secure judgements in the Early Learning Goals. 

• Plans are drawn up for these meetings based on need and minutes are kept. 

Transition 

• At the end of the Reception year, transition meetings are held with Year One staff.  Children also spend time 

in their new class and with their new teacher in the last half term.   

• Moderation of work is undertaken together and children who have not achieved the Early Learning Goals will 

continue on these as they start Year one.   

Impact of the Curriculum 

• The impact of our curriculum is measured by: 

o Daily reflections and observations; 

o Ongoing low-stakes, formative assessments; 

o Children achieving Early Learning Goals and a Good Level of Development; 

o Children making a successful transition into Year 1.



Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2  

Topic All About Me  Autumn Winter/The World Growing  Traditional Tales Summer / Transport 

Topic content • My feelings 

• My senses 

• My Family 

• My Home 

• My School  

• People who help us 

• Seasons - Autumn 

• Changes 

• Celebrations  

• Christmas 

• Seasons - Winter 

• Space 

• Maps 

• Atlases 

• Seasons - Spring 

• Life cycles 

• Growing and 
changing  

• Healthy eating  

• Materials 

• Changing by 
heating and cooling 

• Seasons – Summer  

• Travel and 
transport  

• Old transport 

• Seaside 

• Pollution 

• Recycling 

• Maps 

Festivals / 
Celebrations  

• Hanukkah • Bonfire Night (Guy 
Fawkes) 

• Remembrance Day 

• Advent 

• Christmas 
 

• New Year 

• Chinese New Year  

• Shrove Tuesday 

• Ash Wednesday 

• Lent  

• World Book Day  

• Mother’s Day  

• Good Friday 

• Easter 
 
 

• Pentecost 

• Eid al-Fitr  
 

• Father’s Day   
 

Core Texts  
 
(Our 
‘Favourite 
Five’) 
 

• The Colour Monster 
by Anna Llenas 

• Everybody has 
Feelings by Jon 
Burgerman 

• The Same but 
Different by Molly 
Potter 

• Ruby’s Worry by 
Tom Percival 

• Brown Bear, Brown 
Bear What Do You 
See? By Bill Martin 
Jr 

• The Tiger who 
Came to Tea by 
Judith Kerr 

 

• Non-Fiction – My 
senses 

 

• Room on a Broom 
by Julia Donaldson  

• Leaf Man by Lois 
Ehlert 

• It Was a Cold, Dark 
Night by Tim 
Hopgood 

• The Scarecrow’s 
Wedding by Julia 
Donaldson 

• Stick Man by Julia 
Donaldson 

 

• Non-Fiction – Facts 
About Hedgehogs 

• Whatever Next by 
Jill Murphy 

• Man on the Moon 
by Andrew Chaikin 

• Peace at Last by Jill 
Murphy 

• Where in the 
World? by Marie G 
Rohde 

• The Smeds and the 
Smoos by Julia 
Donaldson 

 

• Non-fiction – Facts 
About Space  

• Oliver’s Vegetables 
by Alison Bartlett 

• The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar by Eric 
Carle 

• Titch by Pat 
Hutchins 

• Once There Were 
Giants by Martin 
Waddell 

• Lunchtime by 
Rebecca Cobb 

 

• Non-fiction – 
Amazing Plants  

• Three Little Pigs 

• Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears 

• Jack & the 
Beanstalk 

• The Gingerbread 
Man  

• The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff 

 

• Non-fiction – Islam  

• Mr Gumpy’s Outing 
by John 
Burningham  

• Mr Gumpy’s Motor 
Car by John 
Burningham 

• The Train Ride by 
June Crebbin 

• The Earth Book by 
Todd Parr 

• What the Ladybird 
Heard at the 
Seaside by Julia 
Donaldson 

 

• Non-fiction – 
Transport Old and 
New 



Tier 2 
Vocabulary 
Linked to Core 
Texts 

Excited 
Camouflage 
Explore 
Discover 
Wonder 
Enormous 
Barely 
Tumbled 

Magnificent 
Polite/politely 
Shriek 
Clutch 
Grateful 
Threaten 
Gather 
Sprinkle  
Weary 
Drift 

Gasp 
Entertain 
Souvenir 
Scorching 
Expanding 
Clamber 
Soar 

Scold 
Proud/proudly 
Delicious 
Disgusting 
Revolting 
Exquisite 
Shame 
 

Meadow 
Scurry 
Clatter 
Thunder 
Bellow 
Dash 
 
 

Outing 
Squabble 
Bleat 
Trample 
Heave 
Slither 
Mighty 
Cunning 
Wail 
Declare 

Nursery 
Rhymes and 
songs   
 
 
 
 
 

• 1,2 Buckle my Shoe 

• 1,2,3,4,5 Once I 
caught a Fish Alive 

• Hop on the 
Numbers Train 

• 5 Little Ducks  

• 5 Currant buns 

• If I were a Butterfly 

• 10 Green Bottles 

• 10 in the bed 

• Autumn rhymes – 
Autumn colours, 
Hedgehog song 

• A sailor went to sea, 
sea, sea  

• Christmas songs  

• Zoom, zoom, zoom  

• 5 Little Men 

• Planets song 

• Hey Diddle Diddle 

• Twinkl, twinkle 

• Hokey, Cokey 

• When I was One 

• 5 Little Peas 

• Old MacDonald 

• Incy Wincy Spider 

• Head, Shoulders, 
Knees and Toes 

• Miss Polly had a 
Dolly 

• Gingerbread Man 
song 

• Goldilocks song 

• Humpty Dumpty 

• Jack and Jill 

• The Animals went 
in 2 by 2 

• The Wheels on the 
Bus 

• Alphabet song 

• Row, row, row your 
boat 

• Creation song 



Educational 
Programme 
Statutory 
Guidance  

Communication and Language  
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early 
age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout 
the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new 
vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the 
opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and 
sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. 

Termly 
expectations 
 
‘Keeping up’ 

By the end of Autumn 1 By the end of Autumn 2 By the end of Spring 1 By the end of Spring 2 By the end of Summer 1 By the end of Summer 2 

C&L 
 

I can: 

• Listen to others in 
small groups. 

• Show good looking 
and listening skills.  

• Take turns when 
talking.  

• Join in with rhymes.  

• Follow simple one 
step instructions. 

• Recognise familiar 
sounds from the 
environment. 

• Follow new 
routines. 

• Answer questions 
about myself.  

• Answer simple what 
questions. 

• Talk about my 
feelings.  

• Make plans and talk 
about them.  

• Use language to 

I can: 

• Listen attentively in 
small group and 
whole class 
situations. 

• Listen and respond 
to stories and 
rhymes. 

• Be a good talk 
partner and take 
turns. 

• Play partner games 
– clapping rhymes.  

• Follow two step 
instructions.  

• Answer why 
questions.  

• Understand simple 
prepositions.  

• Use my ‘home-
school’ book to talk 
about my past 
experiences. 

• Make plans and 
describe them.   

I can:  

• Listen and respond 
to stories with 
increasing attention 
and recall.  

• Follow a story 
without pictures. 

• Answer who, why, 
how questions. 

• Recall past 
experiences. 

• Show awareness of 
past tense. 

• Build up and use 
newly acquired 
vocabulary.  

• Act out, sequence 
and recall stories.  

• Orally rehearse 
simple sentences. 

• Talk about my 
ideas.   

• Review my work 
during Plan-Do-
Review.    

I can:  

• Retell a story in 
detail. Answer open 
ended questions. 

• Understand more 
complex sentences. 

• Answer who, why, 
when, where and 
how questions. 

• Show awareness of 
a range of tenses 
when talking about 
my experiences.  

• Ask questions to 
find out more and 
clarify. 
understanding. 

• Build up and use 
newly acquired 
vocabulary.  

 

I can: 

• Use puppets and 
toys to retell stories 
in detail. 

• Use adjectives to 
add more detail to 
my sentences. 

• Introduce storylines 
and narratives in 
my play. 

• Use conjunctions in 
sentences. 

• Explain in detail 
how things work / 
happen. 

• Give a simple 
opinion about my 
work. 

• Build up and use 
newly acquired 
vocabulary.  

 

I can: 

• Use time 
connectives when 
retelling a story. 

• Follow more than 2 
step instructions in 
correct order. 

• Make specific 
comments & ask 
clear questions. 

• Anticipate and 
predict key events 
in a story.  

• Express my ideas 
and feelings in full 
sentences. 

• Use tenses 
correctly. 

• Build up and use 
newly acquired 
vocabulary.  

 



imagine and 
recreate roles in 
play situations. 

• Hold conversations 
about things that 
interest me.  

• Build up and use 
newly acquired 
vocabulary.  

 

 



Educational 
Programme 
Statutory 
Guidance 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive 
development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive 
relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage 
emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and 
direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage 
personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts 
peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life.  

Termly 
expectations 
 
‘Keeping up’ 

By the end of Autumn 1 By the end of Autumn 2 By the end of Spring 1 By the end of Spring 2 By the end of Summer 1 By the end of Summer 2 

PSED I can:  

• Learn new school 
routines – lining up, 
morning and home 
time routines, self 
registration, 
walking around the 
classroom and 
corridors.   

• Talk about my 
feelings. 

• Talk about myself 
and understand I 
am unique. 

• Choose to play in 
different areas of 
the classroom. 

• Access resources 
and tidy away when 
I am finished.  

• Follow my class 
charter. 

• Learn the names of 
teachers, children 
in my new class and 

I can: 

• Try new activities. 

• Make my own 
decisions.  

• Share my news with 
the class. 

• Ask for help if I 
need it.   

• Persevere to 
complete a task. 

• Follow rules in 
class. 

• Understand 
boundaries and 
why they are set.  

• Take turns when 
playing with a 
friend. 

• Find ways to 
regulate my 
feelings with adult 
help. 

• Form positive 
relationships with 
adults and children 

I can: 

• Confidently speak 
in a group and 
express my own 
ideas. 

• Listen to ideas of 
others.  

• Choose my own 
resources. 

• Know that we don’t 
all like the same 
things.   

• Review my work 
during child-
initiated learning.  

• Be a good friend. 

• Develop 
friendships.   

• Play with and 
involve others in my 
play.   

• Talk about my 
behaviour and its 
consequences. 

• Find resolutions to 

I can: 

• Confidently speak 
in a whole class 
setting. 

• Show perseverance, 
independence and 
resilience in my 
work and play. 

• Manage conflict 
and find resolutions 
without adult 
support.  

• Regulate my 
behaviour in 
different situations 
independently.   

• Be sensitive to 
needs and feelings 
of others. 

• Play cooperatively 
and listen to the 
ideas and opinions 
of others.  

• Talk about how to 
stay healthy.  

I can: 

• Work together to 
complete a task. 

• Make choices about 
what resources I 
will need.  

• Negotiate and 
make compromises. 

• Wait for my turn.  

• Talk about what is 
the right choice to 
make and why.   

• Be a good friend to 
everyone.   

 

I can: 

• Develop ways of 
being a good 
friend. 

• Be safe in 
different 
situations.  

• Talk about how to 
be safe in the sun. 

• Use social skills 
appropriately. 

 
 
 
 



my buddy. 

• Go to the toilet and 
wash my hands 
independently. 

• Look after my 
teeth. 

• Try different 
healthy snacks and 
food.   

 
 

in my class.   

• Make new friends.   

• Show empathy 
towards my friends.    

• Involve others in 
my play. 

• Share equipment.  

• Put on my jumper 
and coat and fasten 
it by myself.   

conflict with adult 
support.   

 

 
 
 



Educational 
Programme 
Statutory 
Guidance 

Physical Development  
Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives7. Gross and fine motor experiences 
develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional 
awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for play both 
indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor 
skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-
ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and 
the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence. 

Termly 
expectations 
 
‘Keeping up’ 

By the end of Autumn 1 By the end of Autumn 2 By the end of Spring 1 By the end of Spring 2 By the end of Summer 1 By the end of Summer 2 

Physical 
Development  

I can: 

• Run around and 
avoid people and 
obstacles. 

• Balance along a 
small beam. 

• Balance on one leg. 

• Balance a bean bag 
on different parts of 
my body. 

• Skip and jump. 

• Jump from a small 
height and land 
safely. 

• Ride a balance bike. 

• Join in with dough 
disco exercises. 

• Thread beads onto 
a piece of string / 
lace. 

• Use large tweezers 
to pick up objects. 

• Show a preference 
for a dominant 
hand. 

I can: 

• Adjust my speed as 
I run around. 

• Follow signals. 

• Play running games. 

• Throw and catch a 
large ball.  

• Use ribbons with 
large arm 
movements. 

• Roll and catch a 
hula hoop.  

• Skip, jump and hop 
on both legs. 

• Hopscotch, sidestep 
and travel on hands 
and feet. 

• Complete an 
obstacle course.  

• Place large hama 
beads with 
precision. 

• Thread onto 
different materials. 

• Cut different 

I can: 

• Adjust the direction 
in which I am 
travelling.  

• Negotiate space.  

• Throw, catch and 
aim a large ball. 

• Travel with control 
in a variety of ways. 

• Dance and move to 
music.  

• Show an awareness 
of effect of physical 
activity on body. 

• Hold my pencil with 
a good grip. 

• Form all of set 1 
letters correctly. 

• Cut around a 
curved line with 
care. 

• Place small hama 
beads with 
precision. 

• Transport & store 

I can:  

• Show good control 
when throwing & 
catching different 
sized balls. 
Demonstrate 
strength, balance & 
coordination in 
physical activities. 

• Roll, bounce, kick a 
ball. 

• Use a tripod grip. 

• Form all letters 
correctly. 

• Hold and use simple 
tools correctly. 

• Cut out shapes with 
care and precision.  

• Manage all my basic 
hygiene needs 
independently.  

• Make healthy food 
choices. 

 

I can: 

• Use simple 
gymnastic 
techniques – 
rolling, balancing, 
jumping. 

• Jump and land 
safely from 
different heights.  

• Travel over, under, 
through obstacles. 

• Become more 
proficient at 
throwing and 
catching, rolling, 
kicking and aiming.  

• Begin to form 
capital letters.  

• Write on the lines.  

• Draw with 
increasing care and 
control – 
observational 
drawing. 

 

I can: 

• Play games 
involving change of 
direction, speed, 
and control. 

• Show strength, 
balance & 
coordination. 

• Show good control 
when throwing & 
catching different 
sized balls. 

• Aim at a target.  

• Skip with a skipping 
rope. 

• Use small bats and 
equipment to strike 
a ball. 

• Draw with 
increasing care and 
control – 
observational 
drawing. 

• Form lower case 
and some capital 



• Hold a pencil or pen 
with a developing 
grip. 

• Begin to use a knife 
and fork correctly. 

• Hold and use 
scissors correctly. 

• Put on my coat. 

• Manage my basic 
hygiene – toilets, 
handwash. 

 

materials – straws, 
ribbon. 

• Cut along a straight 
line with care and 
precision.  

• Hold a pencil with a 
developing grip. 

• Hold and use a 
knife and fork 
correctly. 

• Form most of set 1 
letters correctly. 

• Fasten my coat. 

• Carry equipment 
safely. 

equipment safely. 

• Put on winter 
clothing eg. gloves, 
hat, scarf by myself. 

letters correctly. 

• Have an awareness 
of keeping safe in 
sun – suncream, 
hats, water. healthy 
food choices. 
Manage all of my 
own hygiene and 
personal needs. 



Educational 
Programme 
Statutory 
Guidance 

Literacy 
 It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language 
comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and 
the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the 
speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves 
transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing) 

Termly 
expectations 
 
‘Keeping up’ 

By the end of Autumn 1 By the end of Autumn 2 By the end of Spring 1 By the end of Spring 2 By the end of Summer 1 By the end of Summer 2 

Literacy Phonics – 
I can: 

• Learn a sound a 
day. 

• Recognise all of set 
1 sounds. 

• Learn handwriting 
rhymes to form the 
letters of set 1 
sounds correctly. 

• Join in with ‘Fred 
Games’. 

 

• Recognise my first 
name for self 
registration. 

• Listen to stories.  

• Make comments 
about stories. 

• Recognise familiar 
words in the 
environment. 

• Visit reading den. 

• Recall and join in 
with nursery 
rhymes. 

• Identify rhyming 

Phonics: 
I can:  

• Learn special 
friends. 

• Orally blend 
sounds. 

• Blend sounds to 
read words using 
‘Fred talk, read the 
word’. 

• Read words by 
blending sounds. 

• Spell using ‘Fred 
fingers.’ 

• Read Ditty sheets. 

• Hold a sentence.  

• Begin to read red 
words – I, the, me, 
of, to, said. 

 

• Understand and use 
recently introduce 
vocabulary. 

• Recognise my 
surname for self 
registration. 

• Listen to and join in 

Phonics: 
I can: 

• Review set 1 and 
special friends.  

• Blend sounds to 
read words using 
‘Special friends, 
Fred talk, read the 
word.’  

• Read sounds in my 
head using ‘Fred in 
my Head’.  

• Answer questions 
from a story.  

• Spell with ‘Fred 
Fingers’.  

• Read Red Ditty 
books.  

• Read new red 
words – put, no, 
my, for, he. 

 

• Understand and use 
recently introduce 
vocabulary. 

• Sequence and talk 
about events in a 

Phonics: 
I can: 

• Learn set 2 sounds. 

• Blend sounds to 
read words using 
‘Special friends, 
Fred talk, read the 
word.’  

• Read sounds in my 
head using ‘Fred in 
my Head’ 

• Read Green books.   

• Recognise and read 
new red words – 
your, you, be, are. 

• Answer questions 
from a story.  

 

• Understand and use 
recently introduce 
vocabulary. 

• Recall information 
from a story. 

• Use story language. 

• Understand story 
structure – 
beginning, middle 

Phonics: 
I can:  

• Speedy set 2 
sounds.  

• Blend sounds to 
read words using 
‘Special friends, 
Fred talk, read the 
word.’  

• Read red words on 
sight. 

• Read mainly on 
sight.   

• Discus and answer 
questions from a 
story.  

 

• Understand and use 
recently introduce 
vocabulary. 

• Describe story 
settings, events and 
characters in detail. 

• Use once upon a 
time…:  

• Anticipate key 
events in stories. 

Phonics: 
I can:  

• Read purple books. 

• Begin to learn set 3 
sounds. 

• Blend sounds to 
read words using 
‘Special friends, 
Fred talk, read the 
word.’  

• Read new red 
words – go, baby, 
paint. 

• Find answers in a 
text. 

• Read with 
increasing fluency 
and accuracy.   

 

• Read first 100 high 
frequency words on 
sight. 

 

• Understand and use 
recently introduce 
vocabulary. 

• Recall information 



words.  

• Hear and say initial 
sounds in words. 

• Use recently 
introduce 
vocabulary. 

 
Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Sound 
Rhyme 
 
 
Writing 
I can: 

• Access the writing 
area. 

• Develop my pencil 
grip.  

• Use a selection of 
pens and pencils to 
make marks. 

• Form the sound of 
the day correctly. 

• Write my first name 
using my name 
card.  

• Mark make in 
different textures. 

• Write from left to 
right.  

 
Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Letter 
Word 
Name 
 
 

with stories, make 
comments and 
predictions. 

• Visit book den – 
hold books 
carefully, turn 
pages, left to right. 

• Recall and join in 
with nursery 
rhymes. 

• Continue a rhyming 
string. 

• Retell and act out 
stories. 

• Recall favourite 
phrases from a 
story. 

 
Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Special friends 
Blend 
Segment 
Pinch 
Fred fingers 
Non-fiction 
Fiction  
Green Word 
Red Word 
Ditty 
Sentence 
 
Writing  
I can: 

• Hold a pencil with a 
good grip. 

• Form all letters in 
my name correctly. 

story. 

• Re-enact a story. 

• Look at books 
independently.  

 
Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Vowel 
Consonant 
Digraph 
Author 
Illustrator 
 
Writing 
I can: 

• Write my whole 
name without my 
name card. 

• Form all lower case 
letters correctly.  

• Segment and write 
CCVC and CVCC 
sounds.  Hold a 
sentence within my 
phonic knowledge. 
Begin to spell some 
irregular words 
correctly. 

• Write a simple 
sentence within my 
phonic knowledge.  

• Space my words. 

• Re-read my work. 
 
Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Finger space 
 
 

and end. 
 
Writing 

• Use phonic 
knowledge to 
segment sounds to 
write words and 
simple sentences. 

• Hold a sentence 
within phonic 
knowledge.  

• Write simple 
instructions eg how 
to plant a seed.  

• Spell some irregular 
words correctly. 

 
Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Instruction 
 
 

Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Trigraph 
 
Writing  

• Correctly form 
letters  with clear 
ascenders and 
descenders. 

• Use my lines when 
writing. 

• Segment sounds to 
write words 
independently. 

• Hold a sentence 
within phonic 
knowledge. 

• Create a story map.  

• Retell and write my 
own story based on 
traditional tales. 

• Begin to show 
awareness of 
capital letters and 
full stops. 

• Spell some irregular 
words correctly. 

 
Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Capital letter 
Full stop 
Ascender 
Descender 
Letter (to write a letter 
to someone) 
 

from a story. 
 
Writing 

• Write my own  
sentences. 

• Spell some irregular 
words correctly. 

• Use full stops and 
capital letters 
correctly.  

• Write a recount of a 
recent trip. 

• Write own stories. 

• Write for a 
purpose. 

 
Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Recount 
Postcard 
 



 
 

• Write my whole 
name (with name 
card). 

• Write initial sounds. 

• Segment and write 
CVC words. 

• Write a simple list 
(within phonic 
knowledge). 

• Hold a sentence 
within phonic 
knowledge. 

 
Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Pencil grip 
List 
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Statutory 
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Mathematics 
Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be 
able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By 
providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for 
organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important 
that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and 
measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a 
go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes. 

Termly 
expectations 
 
‘Keeping up’ 

By the end of Autumn 1 By the end of Autumn 2 By the end of Spring 1 By the end of Spring 2 By the end of Summer 1 By the end of Summer 2 

Mathematics I can: 

• Count on to 10. 

• Join in with number 
rhymes and songs.  

• Count with 1:1 
correspondence. 

• Say days of week.  

• Match objects. 

• Sort objects in 
different ways and 
describe the criteria 
chosen.  

• Make and describe 
a set. 

• Compare amounts 
and say which is 
more or less.  

• Copy and continue 
simple repeating 
patterns.  

• Say which is heavier 
or lighter using 
simple scales.  

• Say which is longer 
or shorter.   

I can: 

• Count on and back 
to 10.  

• Join in with number 
rhymes and songs. 

• Say months of year. 

• Explore numbers 1,-
5 recognise, write, 
form correctly 
numbers to 5, 
order, subitise, 
represent, make 
amounts, find 1 
more / 1 less.   

• Recognise, name 
and describe basic 
properties of a 
circle and triangle.  

• Use positional 
language.  

• Recognise, name 
and describe basic 
properties of 
shapes with 4 sides. 

• Make bonds to 5.  

I can: 

• Count on and back 
to 20.  

• Recall number 
bonds to 5. 

• Understand zero. 

• Make 5 by adding 
and taking away 
amounts.  

• Explore and 
compare mass 
using balance 
scales.  

• Find a balance using 
non standard units.  

• Explore capacity in 
the water – 
recognise full, half 
full, empty. 

• Explore capacity in 
the sand – full, half 
full, empty. 

• Explore numbers 
6,7,8 – recognise, 
write, form 

I can:  

• Explore numbers 
9,10 – recognise, 
write, form 
correctly, order, 
subitise, represent, 
make amounts, 
composition of 
9&10, find 1 more / 
1 less.   

• Make 10 using 2 
and 3 numbers.   

• Compare height of 
objects and say 
which is taller, 
smaller, tallest, 
smallest.  

• Compare length of 
objects and say 
which is longer, 
shorter, longest, 
shortest.  

• Order events of the 
day. 

• Understand 
morning, afternoon, 

I can:  

• Count beyond 20. 

• Recall number 
bonds to 10. 

• Count in multiples 
of 10.  

• Add amounts. 

• Count on to find 
the total. 

• Find missing 
numbers. 

• Practically take 
away small 
amounts and say 
how many are left.  
Say how many need 
to be taken away.   

• Make and explain 
connections. 

• Explain patterns 
and relationships.  

• Explore 3D shapes. 

• Name and describe 
the properties of 
3D shapes.  

I can:   

• Count beyond 20. 

• Know number 
bonds to 10.  

• Practically share 
amounts. 

• Group amounts in 
different ways. 

• Understand same, 
fair, equal.  

• Explore sharing 
with odd and even 
numbers. 

• Find doubles and 
halves of amounts.   

• Create my own 
pattern rules. 

• Explore pattern 
rules.  

• Solve simple 
problems involving 
addition, 
subtraction, 
doubling, halving, 
sharing and 



Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Days Of The Week  
Match 
Sort 
Repeating Pattern 
More 
Less 
Heavier 
Lighter 
Longer 
Shorter 
Count 

• Say things which I 
do during the day / 
night.  

 
Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Months Of Year 
More 
Less 
2D shapes – circle, 
triangle, square, 
rectangle 
Straight 
Curved 
On 
Under 
Behind 
In Front Of 
Next To 
5 Frame 
Day 
Night 

correctly, order, 
subitise, represent, 
make amounts, 
composition of 
6,7,8, find 1 more / 
1 less.   

• Recognise odd and 
even amounts using 
the numicon. 

• Practically make 
doubles of amounts 
within 10.  

• Practically find the 
total of 2 sets.  

 
Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Balance 
Full 
Empty 
Half Full 
Odd 
Even 
Double 
Ten Frame 
2D shapes –hexagon, 
pentagon, sides, 
corners, points 
 
 
 

night. 

• Sequence simple 
tasks. 

• Recognise and 
name some 3D 
shapes – cone, 
cylinder, cube, 
cuboid, sphere, 
pyramid, triangular 
prism.   

• Build models with 
3D shapes. 

• Name 2D shapes 
within 3D shapes.  

• Copy, continue and 
devise complex 
repeating patterns 
using 3 repeats.  

• Make symmetrical 
patterns.  

 
Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Taller 
Smaller 
Tallest 
Smallest 
Longer 
Shorter 
Longest 
Shortest 
Morning 
Afternoon 
Night 
3D Shapes – Cone, 
Cylinder, Cube, Cuboid, 
Sphere, Pyramid 
Triangular Prism 
Symmetrical/Symmetry 

• Rotate shapes. 

• Name and describe 
the properties of 
2D shapes. 

 
Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Take away 
Less 
Fewer 
Subtract 
Add 
Altogether 
Total 
number bonds 
 
 
 

grouping.   
 
Key Tier 3 Vocabulary: 
Share 
Group 
Same 
Fair 
Equal 
Half 
double 
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Understanding the World 
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal 
experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of 
society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their 
understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity 
with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

Termly 
expectations 
 
‘Keeping up’ 

By the end of Autumn 1 By the end of Autumn 2 By the end of Spring 1 By the end of Spring 2 By the end of Summer 1 By the end of Summer 2 

Understanding 
the World  

People and 
Communities  
I can; 

• Talk about 
significant events in 
my own life. 

• Talk about how I 
am special, unique 
(RE). 

• Describe similarities 
and differences 
between myself 
and others. 

• Talk about my 
family.  

• Talk about my likes 
and dislikes. 

• Show interest in 
different 
occupations – 
police, firefighters, 
vet, dentist, doctor; 
people who help us 
in school.   

 

People and 
Communities  
I can: 

• Talk about 
significant events in 
my own life – share 
Home-School 
books. 

• Talk about my 
Baptism (RE). 

• Know about 
different 
celebrations – 
Bonfire, 
Remembrance Day, 
Advent, Christmas. 

• Make timeline of 
events from 
starting school and 
continue together.  

 

People & Communities 
I can:   

• Talk about 
significant events in 
own experience 
(Home-School 
Books). 

• Share stories about 
people from the 
past who have an 
influence today – 
Neil Armstrong 

• Continue timeline 
of events. 

People & Communities  
I can:  

• Talk about 
significant events in 
own experience 
(Home-School 
Books).  

• Talk about how I 
have grown and 
changed since I was 
a baby. 

• Share stories about 
how things have 
changed (Peepo) 

• Continue timeline 
of events.   

 

People & Communities 
–  
I can: 

• Talk about 
significant events in 
own experience 
(Home-School 
Books);  

• continue timeline of 
events.   

 

People & Communities  
I can: 

• Talk about 
significant events in 
own experience 
(Home-School 
Books); 

• Talk about ways in 
which transport has 
changed.  

• Continue timeline 
of events.  

 



 The World  
I can: 

• Explore my school 
environment. 

• Look for living 
things in school 
environment and 
forest school. 

• Use magnifying 
glasses to look 
closely. 

• Learn my way 
around class and 
school. 

• Make simple maps 
of school. 

• Play simple 
orienteering games. 

• Explore the school 
environment using 
senses - taste, 
smell, touch, hear, 
see.  

The World 
I can: 

• Describe the 
changes that occur 
in Autumn including 
weather, activities, 
clothes I might 
wear, nature. 

• Observe outside 
environment 
closely.  

• Look for and care 
for living things in 
environment. 

• Look closely at 
different leaves and 
describe them. 

• Talk about our local 
area – library visit, 
what we see and 
pass on the way.  

 

The World  
I can: 

• Comment & ask 
questions about 
aspects of my 
world. 

• Look closely at 
changes in nature. 

• Know that some 
objects are 
attracted to a 
magnet. 

• Experiment with 
freezing and 
melting water. 

• Sort materials into 
those which let 
through and those 
which don’t. 

• Know we get light 
form the sun in the 
day. 

• Space – name some 
planets and know 
some facts about 
the moon. 

• Say which country I 
live in. 

• Make and use 
simple maps.  

 

The World –  
I can:  

• Describe the 
changes that occur 
in Spring including 
weather, activities, 
clothes I might 
wear, nature. 

• Visit a farm and 
learn about the 
animals that live 
there. 

• Talk about 
similarities and 
differences 
between our school 
environment and 
that of a farm.   

• Learn how to feed 
and look after 
different animals. 

• Look closely at 
different plants. 

• Plant vegetables in 
allotment garden. 

• Make drawings of 
animals and plants. 

• Describe the life 
cycles of humans, 
butterflies and 
frogs. 

The World – 
I can: 

• Describe materials 
using my senses. 

• Talk about 
similarities and 
differences in 
materials – Which 
can we blow? 
Which can bend?  
Float / sink? See 
through? Use 
transparent and 
opaque to describe 
these materials.  

• Talk about changes 
that occur when 
heat porridge and  
chocolate. 

• Explore forest 
school and living 
things that are 
found there. 

 

The World – 
I can: 

• Describe the 
changes that occur 
in Summer 
including weather, 
activities, clothes, 
nature. 

• Say why we get 
shadows. 

• Grow and take care 
of plant.  

• Name parts of a 
plant. 

• Name some 
countries in the 
world. 

• Talk about holiday 
destinations. 

• Use maps to see 
different places in 
the world. 

• Know some ways in 
which we can look 
after our world. 

• Talk about how I 
can help reduce 
pollution. 

• Know about 
recycling.   

 



 Technology 
I can:  

• Operate equipment 
– CD player, digital 
cameras,  

• Use IWB with 
support.  

Technology 
I can: 

• Use ipads to take 
photos and videos. 

• Use code critters to 
programme a 
simple journey. 

 

Technology 
I can: 

• Use ipads to follow 
simple coding 
programmes. 

• Use Bee-Bots to 
programme 
directions. 

Technology 
I can: 

• Follow rules in the 
IT suite. 

• Complete a simple 
program – 2Paint - 
on computer with 
mouse control. 

Technology 
I can:  

• Name the parts of a 
computer.  

• Write my name 
using the keyboard.  

Technology 
I can: 

• Use ipads and 
computers to 
complete simple 
programmes.  

• Save my work.  
 

 Key Tier 3 vocabulary 
explored in provision: 
Senses  
Dentist 
Doctor 
Vet 
Surgery 
Map 
Route 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary 
explored in provision: 
Seasons 
Nature 
Horse Chestnut/Conker 
Hibernate 
Nocturnal 
Fungi 
Foliage 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary 
explored in provision: 
Freezing 
Melting 
Magnet/Magnetic 
Materials   
Space 
Planets 
Astronaut 
Moon 
Rocket 
Solar System 
 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary 
explored in provision: 
Countryside 
Allotment 
Cygnet 
Tadpole 
Froglet 
Fawn 
Lamb 
Kid 
Foal 
Hatch 
Chrysalis 
Cocoon 
Seed 
Bulb 
Bud 
Petal 
Blossom 
Root 
Stem 
Soil 
Healthy 
Unhealthy 
 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary 
explored in provision: 
Opaque 
Transparent 
Bridge 
Structure 
River 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary 
explored in provision: 
Seaside 
Pollution 
Recycling 
Transport 
Shadows 
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Expressive Arts and Design  
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage 
with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for 
developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are 
fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. 

Termly 
expectations 
 
‘Keeping up’ 

By the end of Autumn 1 By the end of Autumn 2 By the end of Spring 1 By the end of Spring 2 By the end of Summer 1 By the end of Summer 2 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

I can: 

• Sing songs – songs 
linked to topic, 
people who help us, 
nursery rhymes and 
action rhymes.  

• Listen, explore, create 
and perform nursery 
rhymes - (Charanga 
Unit 1 ME) 

• Choose my own 
resources from the 
craft trolley. 

• Mix colours to create 
new ones. 

• Draw and paint 
myself, my family, 
people who help us.  

• Hold and use scissors 
correctly.  

• Use paint brushes of 
different thicknesses. 

• Play alongside other 
children.  

• Build up narratives in 
small world toys and 
other areas of 
provision.   

• Make up stories in 
the home corner. 

• Make up stories in 
the Doctors.  

I can:  

• Learn songs linked to 
Autumn and 
Christmas. 

• Listen, explore and 
create with voices 
and simple 
instruments, perform 
rhymes and action 
songs. (Charanga Unit 
2 My Stories)  

• Create pictures with 
different tools – 
brushes, printing, 
fork.  

• Weave with wool.  

• Create pictures and 
collages using natural 
materials – Leaf Man 
using leaves, conkers, 
natural materials. 

• Create leaf rubbings. 

• Make collages using 
different textures.  

• Make Christmas cards 
and decorations. 

• Use junk to make 
models. 

• Use scissors with care 
and precision. 

• Play imaginatively 
play in the home 

I can:  

• Learn songs linked to 
topic. 

• Explore and create 
with voices and 
simple instruments.  

• Sing rhymes and 
action songs. Copy 
and continue musical 
rhythms and rhythm 
games. 

• (Charanga Unit 3 
Everyone)  

• Explore texture & 
collage. 

• Use junk to make 
models – rockets. 

• Develop cutting skills. 

• Fold paper with care 
and precision.  

• Use winter 
enhancements in 
home corner – coats, 
wellies, gloves, hats. 

• Play cooperatively as 
part of a group to 
create, develop and 
act out an imaginary 
idea or narrative 
linked to stories read. 

 

 

I can; 

• Perform range of 
songs linked to 
Spring, Easter, farms 
and animals.    

• Listen, explore & 
create, sing, perform 
(Charanga Unit 4 Our 
World) 

• Mix colours to create 
desired colour / 
shade for animals and 
plants. 

• Use collage materials 
to represent animals. 

• Create junk models of 
farm machinery eg 
tractor.  

• Make models, 
paintings, drawings of 
plants, animals, farm 
yard machinery. 

• Introduce and 
develop a storyline in 
my play using small 
world toys eg farm, 
trains, house. 

• Include others in my 
play and encourage 
others to join in. 

 

 

I can:  

• Sing familiar songs 
and learn new ones 
linked to traditional 
tales – Gingerbread 
Man song, Goldilocks, 
3 Little Pigs, Billy 
Goats. 

• Listen, explore & 
create, sing, perform 
(Charanga Unit 5 Our 
World)  

• Make models – 
houses for pigs, chair 
for baby bear. Use 
tools independently. 

• Experiment with 
colour mixing to 
create new colours 
and lighter / darker – 
pigs, flames, 
beanstalk. 

• Use story props and 
bags – 3 Little pigs 
wooden spoons, 
masks. 

• Drama – act out well 
know stories – 
traditional tales and  
Bear Hunt. 

 

 

I can:  

• Perform range of 
songs linked to 
Summer, Friends, RE 
& Life to the Full 
topics.    

• Listen, explore & 
create, sing, perform 
(Charanga Unit 6 
Reflect, Rewind, 
Replay) 

• Look carefully to 
make observational 
drawings of plants 
and animals.  

• Mix colours to create 
desired colour for 
plants, flowers, 
summer pictures. 
Create sun catchers, 
Create junk models of 
different types of 
transport.  

• Use summer 
enhancements in the 
home corner – sun 
hats, suitcases, picnic 
basket. 

 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary: 
Observation 
Transport  



• Plan-Do-review time 
weekly Ongoing all 
year. 

 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary: 
Craft 
Mix 
Stethoscope 
Thermometer 
Temperature 
Bandage 
Elastoplast 
 
 
 

corner, Autumn shop, 
library. 

• Use props to retell 
and act out stories in 
reading den. 

• Play with other 
children.  

• Act out and retell the 
Nativity story.  
 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary: 
Xylophone 
Maracas 
Triangle 
Cymbals 
Tambourine 
Natural 
Collage 
Texture  
 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary: 
Rocket 
Fold 
Crease 
Light 
Dark 
 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary: 
Market 
Allotment 
Produce 
Organic 
Fresh 
 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary: 
Shades 
Design 
 

 



Termly 
expectations 
 
‘Keeping up’ 

By the end of Autumn 1 By the end of Autumn 2 By the end of Spring 1 By the end of Spring 2 By the end of Summer 1 By the end of Summer 2 

RE Myself 

• I know my name. 

• I know God knows me 
and loves me.  

• I know I am precious. 

• I can sing songs 
praising God. 

• I can talk to God and 
pray.  

 
Judaism  

• I can recognise a 
menorah. 

• I can retell the story 
of the oil in the 
temple. 

• I can say some ways 
in which Jewish 
people celebrate 
Hanukkah 

 
Learn school prayers 
 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary: 
Christian 
Surname  
Precious 
Parent 
God 
Jesus 
Love 
Gather 
Prayer 
Hanukkah 
Menorah 
Judaism 
 
 

Welcome 

• I can talk about 
feeling welcome. 

• I can recognise some 
of the signs and 
symbols of Baptism – 
oil, font, holy water, 
white shawl, priest, 
God Parents.   

• I can say some words 
used in a Baptism – I 
baptise you in the 
name of the father. 

 
RHE (Life to the Full) 

• Created and loved by 
God 

• I can retell the story 
of creation through 
songs and art work.  

 
Birthday 

• I can recognise 
symbols associated 
with advent – 
calendar, wreath.  I 
can say what happens 
during Advent – 
preparing, waiting.  I 
know Christmas is 
Jesus’ birthday.  I can 
retell, act out, sing 
songs about the 
Nativity story.  I can 
name some people 
from the Bible – 
Mary, Joseph, Jesus, 
Angel Gabriel.   

Celebrating 

• I can name some 
celebrations that take 
place in a Church. 

• I can visit and explore 
my Church.  

• I can name some 
things found in a 
Church – statue, altar, 
Bible, holy water, 
font.   

• I can retell and act 
out the story of the 
Presentation. 
 

RHE (Life to the Full) 

• Created to love 
others 

 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary: 
Parish  
Community 
Celebration 
Memory 
Priest 
altar  
 
 
 
 

Gathering  

• I can take part in a 
Mass.  

• I can name some 
people who are 
involved in a Mass – 
Priest, altar servers, 
congregation.   

• I can name some 
parts of the Mass – 
Welcome, Holy 
Communion.  

• I can retell the story 
of Jesus and the little 
children.   

 
Growing 

• I can help others 
during Lent.  

• I know Jesus died on 
Good Friday.   

• I know Jesus rose 
from the dead on 
Easter Sunday.  

• I know Easter is the 
church’s celebration 
of Jesus’ new life. 
 

RHE (Life to the Full) 

• Created to love 
others 
 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary: 
Blessing 
Mass 
Lectern 
“The Lord be with you” 
“And with your spirit”  

Good News 

• I know Jesus was 
raised from the dead 
at Easter.  

• I can sing the ‘Alleluia’ 
to praise God at 
Mass. 

• I can retell and act 
out the story of 
Pentecost.  I know 
Jesus sends the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost.  

• I know Pentecost is 
the Birthday of the 
Church.   

 
Islam 

• I can say how Prayer 
mats are used by 
Muslims.  

 
RHE (Life to the Full) 

• Life to the Full 

• Created to live in 
Community  

 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary: 
Gospel/Good news 
Pentecost 
Promise 
Holy Spirit 
Alleluia 
Islam 
Prayer mats 
Mosque 
Eid al-Fitr 

Friends  

• I know Jesus had 
special friends called 
disciples.   

• I can be a good 
friend. 

• I can forgive others. 

• I can say sorry.   
 

Our World 

• I can look after God’s 
world. 

• I can recycle objects. 

• I can say ways to 
reduce pollution. 

 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary: 
Forgive/forgiveness 
Change 
Rule 
Friendship 
 



 • I can sing and sign the 
Hail Mary.  

 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary: 
Baptism/Baptise 
Belong 
holy water 
font 
oil 
God parents 
Priest 
garment,  
birthday 
wreath 
Christmas 
Advent 
Nativity 
Manger 
Crib 
Bethlehem 

Lent 
Good Friday 
Cross 
Easter 
Risen/Resurrection 
 
 

Termly 
curriculum 
enhancement 
opportunities 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Visits / Visitors • EYFS multi skills 
festival Gateshead 
Stadium 

• Walk to local Library 

• Visit Seven Stories 

• Muddy Monsters 
session  

• Visit to Hall Hill Farm • Muddy Monsters 
session  

• Visit to seaside with 
Y5 Buddies 

 



Foundational Knowledge Covered in Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 
To make a positive transition into Year 1, by the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage, pupils can: 

Science 

• Learn new vocabulary. 

• Ask questions to find out more and to check what has been said to them. 

• Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. 

• Describe events in some detail. 

• Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, and to explain how things work and 
why they might happen.  

• Use new vocabulary in different contexts. 

• Know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing: 
- regular physical activity  
- healthy eating  
- toothbrushing  
- sensible amounts of ‘screen time’  
- having a good sleep routine  
- being a safe pedestrian 

• Explore the natural world around them. 

• Describe what they see, hear and feel while they are outside. 

• Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live. 

• Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. 

• Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. 

• Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding 
the importance of healthy food choices. 

• Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. 

• Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons 
and changing states of matter. 

 

History 

• Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 

• Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. 

• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class. 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

 

Geography 

• Draw information from a simple map. 

• Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. 

• Explore the natural world around them. 

• Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live. 

• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts 
and maps. 

• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

• Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.  

• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons. 

 



Art 

• Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. 

• Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. 

• Develop overall body-strength, balance, coordination and agility. 

• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

• Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them. 

• Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 

• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing - using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 

• Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery. 

• Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, 
form  

• and function. 

• Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 

 

Design Technology 

• Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace. 

• Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. 

• Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor 

• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

• Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them. 

• Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 

• Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery. 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, 
form  

• and function. 

• Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 

 

Computing 

• Show resilience and perseverance in the face of a challenge. 

• Know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing: 
- sensible amounts of ‘screen time’. 

• Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. 

• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

• Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. 

• Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly. 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, 
form and function. 

 

PE 

• Manage their own needs. 
- personal hygiene 

• Know and talk about the different factors that support overall health and wellbeing: 
- regular physical activity 

• Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired: 
- rolling  
- running 
- crawling  
- hopping 
- walking  
- skipping 
- jumping 



- climbing 

• Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace. 

• Develop overall body-strength, balance, coordination and agility needed to engage successfully with future 
physical education sessions and other physical disciplines, including dance, gymnastics, sport and swimming. 

• Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. 

• Combine different movements with ease and fluency. 

• Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outdoors, alone and in a group. 

• Develop overall body strength, balance, coordination and agility. 

• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

• Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them. 

• Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 

• Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. 

• Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses. 

• Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 

• Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of a challenge. 

• Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly. 

• Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing. 

• Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others. 

• Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others. 

• Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing. 

• Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing. 

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

 

RHE/PSHE 

• Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, and to explain how things work and why 
they might happen. 

• Develop social phrases. 

• See themselves as a valuable individual. 

• Build constructive and respectful relationships. 

• Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others. 

• Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. 

• Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally. 

• Think about the perspectives of others. 

• Manage their own needs. 

• personal hygiene 

• Know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing: 

• regular physical activity 

• healthy eating 

• toothbrushing 

• sensible amounts of ‘screen time’ 

• having a good sleep routine 

• being a safe pedestrian 

• Further develop the skills they need to manage the school day successfully: lining up and queuing; mealtimes. 

• Talk about members of their immediate family and community. 

• Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

• Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways. 

• Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teachers and peers. 

• Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and 
future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 

• Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour 
accordingly. 

• Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses 
when appropriate. 

• Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and 



show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 

• Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. 

• Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly. 

• Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the 
importance of healthy food choices. 

• Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others. 

• Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers. 

• Show sensitivity to their own and others’ needs. 

• Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others. 

• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

 

Music 

• Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 

• Learn rhymes, poems and songs. 

• Combine different movements with ease and fluency. 

• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

• Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them. 

• Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 

• Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. 

• Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. 

• Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

 

 

 

 


