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IMPORTANT DATES/TASKS FOR NEXT WEEK: 

• Y3 Parents’/Carers’ Consultations Monday 5.12.22. Please ensure that you have contacted the 
school office with the preferred contact number if you require a telephone appointment rather 
than an in-person appointment. 

• Respond to the Autumn Term ‘Explore the Curriculum’ parent/carer voice survey here: 
https://forms.office.com/r/GBKeFrDXkK  

• Children from Years 4-6 participating in the Christmas Choir to bring festive themed hats/headwear 
on Wednesday 7th December for their performance for senior citizens at the ‘Senior Moments’ 
Christmas party (pupils will know if they are taking part and will be practicing in school).   

• Donations for the Parish ‘Love Christmas’ appeal (food, hamper items, ‘Angel Tree’ gifts) should be 
sent in to school by Friday 9th December. Please be as generous as you can. 

• Respond to consultation on Gateshead Council’s leisure centre review by 12am on 13.12.22 here: 
https://consultation.gateshead.gov.uk/kms/elab.aspx?noip=1&CampaignId=1115 
If you would like to find out more about the proposed changes, you can do so here. 

 

 
SCHOOL UPDATES & REMINDERS 
 
ADVENT 2022: 
This week, we celebrated the first week of Advent, with hopeful hearts for the joyous coming of our Lord, 
Jesus at Christmas. It has been wonderful to begin our Adventen preparations in earnest this week: to see 
the children taking part in daily acts of prayer and worship, to hear their beautiful singing and share with 
them their learning. 
 
This weekend, we celebrate the 2nd Sunday of Advent. As we light the second purple candle on our Advent 
wreath, and continue our journey towards Christmas, we pray for peace. 
 
During this season of Advent, may we all make time for the peace of Christ to enter our lives: time away 
from the mania and noise of festive preparations; time away from the distractions of materialism which 
cloud our view of the world in which we live; time away from behaviours and routines which build barriers 
between ourselves and God. We pray too for those who, for so many reasons, face immense struggles to 
experience peace in their own lives and consider ways in which we can help to make a difference to the 
lives of those in most need. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, come that we all might experience Your peaceful embrace in our daily lives this Advent. 
 
GATESHEAD FC TICKETS: 
Please note, for recipients of the free tickets for upcoming Gateshead FC matches that there have been 
changes to the planned fixtures. Kick-off on Saturday 3rd December 2022 is now at 12:30pm and the  
planned match on Saturday 10th December has now been postponed. Please contact the club for details 
regarding use of the tickets. 
 
KS2 SPORTABILITY STARS: 
A huge well done to our KS2 sports stars who represented the school wonderfully at an exciting 
‘sportability’ event this week. The pupils were challenged to compete in a range of new events and did so 
with great skill and determination. Well done to all those who took part!

https://forms.office.com/r/GBKeFrDXkK
https://consultation.gateshead.gov.uk/kms/elab.aspx?noip=1&CampaignId=1115
https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/20262/Proposed-changes-to-the-provision-of-Leisure-Services-in-Gateshead#:~:text=In%20October%202022%2C%20it%20was,and%20which%20should%20remain%20open


Parent Voice Focus: Explore the Curriculum 
In the Summer, we surveyed parents/carers so that you could share your views on school and our performance following three unprecedented years. The 
outcomes were overwhelmingly positive, with – among many other highlights – 100% of responses indicating that children feel happy and safe in school. 
Some particularly positive comments included: 

• “St Mary’s is a fantastic, caring and nurturing school, which places the children at the centre of everything it does. It is well led and managed and 
communication is always clear and prompt. I would wholeheartedly recommend this school to others.” 

• “There is no negative comment that any parent in my opinion could say about this school. My child adores his school, his teachers and the friends he’s 
made over the years being at the school.” 

• “We absolutely LOVE our school and the gorgeous community feel it creates.  

• [Named child] has utterly thrived [this year] thanks to [named teacher’s] enthusiasm and ability to capture and encourage learning.” 

In evaluating the responses received, school leaders have identified certain areas of priority moving forward which have been built into the school’s ongoing 
improvement planning: 
 

AREA OF FOCUS YOU TOLD US… ALREADY, WE HAVE… WE PLAN TO… 

Communication of 
curriculum aims, 
pupils’ learning and 
pupils’ targets  

• 18% of responses indicated that parents/carers felt 
‘neutral’ or ‘disagreed’ that the school makes them 
aware of what children will be learning throughout the 
year. 21% answered similarly about receiving valuable 
information regarding pupils’ progress (14% stating 
that they disagreed) and 24% stated that they either 
did not know or disagreed that staff explained how 
parents/carers could help their child at home. 

• “The telephone parents’ evenings, whilst being easy to 
attend, don’t provide the same level of feedback about 
their progress/work. It’s a much richer experience being 
able to come into school and look at their books.” 

• “We personally would find it helpful to have more 
communication with the classroom throughout the 
year, rather than waiting until the end of term where 
there isn’t a chance to really speak to anyone about it.” 

• “found much of actual report quite generic about 
'what' the children had done in each subject not 
enough about how the individual child could improve in 
certain areas or how they had performed in certain 
tasks; it felt very generic.” 

• Shared curriculum booklets (containing key 
curriculum information for the year) at the start 
of the Autumn Term with all parents. 

• Updated easily accessible curriculum 
information on the school website. 

• Revised our parent consultation and curriculum 
events with our new ‘Explore the Curriculum’ 
events which will, throughout the year, include: 
o Opportunities to visit the classroom 
o Opportunities to meet with class teachers in 

person 
o Opportunities to look at pupils’ books with 

them and celebrate their ongoing progress 
o More flexible format for parents’ 

consultations  
o Targeted information sessions based on 

parents’ feedback  
o More targeted parent voice exercises each 

term 
o An annual celebration event in the Summer 

Term 

• Continue to seek key stakeholder 
feedback regarding our revised 
arrangements and new opportunities. 



                                                                
 

Communication • 12% of responses stated that they were ‘neutral’ as to 
whether communication between home and school 
was effective; 16% disagreed and 1% strongly 
disagreed. 

• “the app is helpful to give insight into the weeks 
activities, practice and then preparation for the coming 
week.” 

• “communication is always clear and prompt” 

• “Key messages, events or asks of parents could be 
available via a section on the school website for each 
year group - what do I need to know this week, what 
events are on this week, what do I need to respond to 
this week and even perhaps, what are the children 
learning this term in each subject or pictures of what 
the children have been doing.” 
 

• Communicated via the weekly News Bulletin our 
aims for communication at the start of the 
school year. 

• Revised format for weekly News Bulletin – focus 
on ‘Important Dates/Tasks For the Week 
Ahead’. 

• Continued emphasis on clear and effective 
channels of communication. 

• Have a focused parent/carer voice 
exercise in the Spring Term solely about 
communication. 

• Plan to exemplify for parents/carers 
what we already do and why. 

• Invite key stakeholders (including 
Governors, staff and parents/carers) to 
be part of a focus group looking at the 
outcomes of parent/voice exercise on 
communication in more detail. 

Communication of 
school behaviour 
policy and approach 
among all key 
stakeholders 

• 92% of responses stated that they agreed that 
behaviour of pupils was excellent – only 5% disagreed. 

• However, 33% responded neutral to ‘from my 
experience, the school deals with incidents of unkind 
behaviour or bullying effectively.” And 7% disagreed. 

• 100% of responses said they felt comfortable 
approaching school with questions, problems or a 
complaint. 

• Of those who said that they had raised issues with 
school over the course of the year (10 responses), 70% 
were happy with how it had been dealt with. 

• 4 responses indicated that parents/carers believed 
their child had been victim to bullying in the past year; 
3 stated that they had reported these incidents and 2 
out of 3 stated that the school had dealt with the 
incident quickly and effectively. 

• Continued excellent behaviour of pupils in 
school. 

• Continued high expectations for pupils’ 
behaviour couple with positive, relational and 
flexible approach to behaviour management.  

• Continued to share school Code of Conduct with 
new parents. 

• Continued commitment to working 
parents/carers in a transparent and constructive 
manner as and when issues may arise. 

• Continued use of online management system to 
track incidents of persistent unkind or anti-
social behaviour as and when they should arise. 

• Revisit our school behaviour policy and 
share key information with all key 
stakeholders so that all parents/carers 
are more aware of the school’s 
behaviour policy and approach even if 
they have not had specific reason to be 
reminded of this information within the 
year. 

• More regular updates thereafter to 
keep priority high. 

  
As you can see, plenty of time and effort has already gone in to evaluating the responses received in the Summer and acting upon the feedback shared. 
 
We are committed to continuing to receive the feedback of our parents and carers throughout the academic year. Please help by responding to the Autumn 
Term ‘Explore the Curriculum’ parent/carer voice survey here: https://forms.office.com/r/GBKeFrDXkK  
 

https://forms.office.com/r/GBKeFrDXkK


                                                                
 
Pupils will be completing a similar exercise in school, which will be looked at by school leaders (including the Pupil Council) as part of our school improvement 
process. 
 
We will continue to keep you updated throughout the year. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
 


