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SCHOOL UPDATES 
 
THE EVENT: 
On Wednesday 19th October, four pupils from Y6 – along with Mr Wheatley and Mrs Wood (School 
Governor) – attended ‘The Event’, a Diocesan gathering for pupils in years 6, 7 and 8, at St Joseph's 
Academy, Hebburn. The event was designed to bring young people from all over the Diocese together for 
an evening of activity, games, music, prayer and pizza! All four pupils thoroughly enjoyed themselves, and 
were an absolute credit to the school. The next date for The Event is Wednesday 16th November. Year 6 
will receive information next week if they too would like to be involved. 
 
A STAR IN OUR MIDST: 
Last week saw one of our Year 6 pupils, Hayley Walters, achieve quite a remarkable feat. Quite the 
talented actor, Hayley was cast (just over a year ago now) for a part in the ITV 2-part drama Dark Angel, 
which tells the fairly gruesome tale of Mary Ann Cotton. Though unsuitable in content for our pupils, I 
would urge parents and carers to tune in to the second part of the drama on Monday (and play catch-up if 
you missed the first episode) and to applaud the wonderful gifts and talents of one our shining lights!  
 
FRIENDS CHRISTMAS RAFFLE: 
Thank you to all those friends and family of the school who have supported the Friends of St Mary's in 
providing some wonderful special prizes for our Christmas raffle. The Friends of St Mary’s are now on the 
look out for some appropriate small gifts to be made in to hampers also to be raffled off following our 
whole school Mass on the last day of term. 
 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 
In order to raise funds for the Friends of St. Mary’s, who support the learning and development of pupils in 
school, each child in the school has designed a Christmas card which may be purchased as a special gift for 
friends and family.  Please look out for the order form for your child’s Christmas card design in the blue 
bags this week.  All order forms must be returned by Friday 11th November. Please note, the Christmas card 
designs are purely the children’s work (no apologies made for “unique” representations of the Nativity 
story). 
 
MINI-VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL: 
The Mini-Vinnies is a group of pupils in Year 5, linked to the St Vincent De Paul society, who meet regularly 
in school to plan and undertake acts of charity, good will and prayer in our local community. This year, the 
Mini-Vinnies are planning an afternoon tea (with performances from our school choir and musicians) for 
elderly parishioners and members of our local community on Friday 16th December (1:30pm in school). If 
you know of anybody who would be keen to be involved in the event, please could you get in contact with 
school and let us know; we would also be keen to hear if there are any individuals who would require 
transport to the event, as this could be arranged. We would love this to be an opportunity for the pupils at 
St Mary's to do something special for the more senior members of our community, so please ask around 
and see who would be interested. 
 
COMMUNICATION UPDATES: 
Since the Summer, taking on board suggestions from the Parental Voice Survey, we have been exploring 
avenues to improve access to school communication for all interested parties. As you will be aware, the 
school website is updated regularly with important information, weekly bulletins and class blogs 
documenting some of the wonderful learning going on at St Mary’s. We have, however, been exploring the 



                                                                
 
use of Social Media as a platform for sharing, in a more instantaneous manner, the daily goings on of our 
school. It has been decided that we will trial the use of a school Twitter account, that parents/carers and 
other interested onlookers may follow, if they wish, to see ‘snapshots’ of school life, in action, on a fairly 
regular basis. This will not supersede our existing channels of communication: the weekly news bulletin, 
school website and text messaging service, as there may be a number of parents/carers who choose not to 
access the Twitter feed, but it will offer an opportunity to see some of the exciting things that go on each 
and every day at our school (which can be difficult for teachers to record in their blogs on a very regular 
basis). 
 
As you are already aware, our Social Media policy firmly requests that all stakeholders (teachers, pupils, 
parents and others) refrain from discussing school issues via social media outlets (Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram etc). As such, we’ve had to consider very carefully the impact that our use of this Social Media 
platform may have. The school’s use of Twitter will be strictly monitored and maintained, and we envisage 
that it will be used more as a one-way method of communication, rather than an open forum for 
discussion and comment. At the beginning of the year, we updated our records for use of images of 
children on the school website etc. We envisage that the use of Twitter will pose no different issues/risks 
to our pupils, and we will of course ensure best practice when using images of our pupils online (i.e. That 
they are anonymous, in groups, positive etc); however, if you are uncomfortable with the idea of your 
child’s image appearing on our Twitter feed, please complete the attached reply slip – you only need do 
this if you DO NOT wish your child’s image to be used in the future. 
 
If you have any other queries or concerns, please get in contact with Mr Wheatley for a further chat. 
 
You can begin following us at: @whickhamstmarys ; we will begin tweeting in the coming weeks!  
 
REMINDERS 
 
PARENTS’ EVENING: 
You will have now received an appointment for Parents’ Evening. Please remember that the purpose of the 
5 minute appointment is to discuss curriculum progress and targets. If you feel as though there are other 
issues you would like to discuss with your child's class teacher, please get in contact to make an alternative 
appointment at a mutually convenient time. 
 
POPPY COLLECTIONS: 
The School Council will be collecting money for The Royal British Legion by selling poppies in school next 
week. Items will be priced at a recommended 50p per item (all donations welcome) and will be on sale at 
lunchtime every day next week. If you are concerned at all about sending your child in with money in their 
pocket, please send it via their blue bag in a clearly labelled envelope. 
 
WINTER UNIFORM: 
With Autumn well and truly upon us, we've been experiencing some colder days this week. As such, please 
could we ask that all children have their winter coats in school each day. Hats, gloves and scarves are also a 
good idea, but please ensure that each item of clothing is clearly labelled with your child's name. It is 
permissible for pupils to have a change of footwear (e.g. Winter boots) before/after school and at 
playtimes, but pupils must bring school shoes to change in to when in school. 
 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX APPEAL: 
Please note that all completed shoeboxes must be in school, wrapped, labelled, and ideally with an elastic 
band around them, by the morning of Friday 11th November. Please also remember, if possible, to include 
a cheque for postage (as explained in the leaflet provided). Thank you. 



                                                                
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
YOUTH SUNDAY: 
On Sunday 20th November, the Church celebrates the Feast of Christ the King. This day, the last Sunday 
before Advent, is celebrated as Youth Sunday the world over. As such, at St Mary's, there will be a 
wonderful celebration of the Mass which the young people of our parish will help to lead us in. Mrs Salmon 
and Mrs Skrobot (parents of Patrick and Maja in Year 3) will be helping to prepare the children with some 
craft activities after 9:30am Mass at St Mary's on the following two Sundays (6.11.16 and 13.11.16). All 
children, and parents/carers, are most welcome to attend. 
 
UPDATED DIARY DATES: Please find attached the updated diary dates for this term.  These are liable to 
change so please keep an eye on the school bulletin. 
 

 
THE WEEK AHEAD W/C : 14/11/16 
 
THURSDAY -  9:00 Friends Meeting in school – new members always welcome 
  9:30 – Y6 & Y1 Mass 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA UPDATE – TWITTER 

 
I DO NOT give permission for my child’s __________________________________ image to 
be shared via the school’s Twitter account. 
 
Signed: 
 
Date: 
 
Parent of:       Year: 
 
Please return to Mrs Noble in the School Office 


