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Citizenship Policy

Aims of Citizenship

Citizenship is not an additional subject – it is an ethos.

To look into some aspects of the future we do not need projections by supercomputers.  Much of the next millennium can be seen in how we care for pupils today.  Tomorrow’s world may be influenced by science and technology but more than anything, it is already taking shape in the bodies and minds of our pupils.”  Kofi Annan, Director General of the UN – Why make a special case for children?

Citizenship education aims to give pupils the knowledge, skills and understanding to play an effective role in society at local, national and international levels.

It helps them to become informed, thoughtful and responsible citizens who are aware of their duties and rights.

Citizenship education promotes pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, increases their self-confidence and encourages the taking of personal responsibility both in and beyond the classroom.  It encourages pupils to play a positive part in the life of the school, neighbourhood, community and the wider world.  It also teaches them about our economy and democratic institutions and values; encourages respect for different national, religious and ethnic identities; and develops pupils’ ability to reflect on issues and participate in discussions.

There are three interrelated strands, which run through all education for citizenship

Social and Moral Responsibility

Where pupils learn self-confidence, social and morally responsible behaviour, both in and beyond the classroom, towards those in authority and each other. This aspect includes all the principles of sustainable development and environmental sustainability.

Community involvement

Pupils learn about the institutions, issues, problems involved in the life and concerns of their neighbourhood and communities, including learning through community involvement and service.

Political literacy

Where pupils learn about the institutions, issues, problems and practices of our democracy and how citizens can make themselves effective in public life, locally, regionally and nationally, through developing values as well as through acquiring skills and knowledge.

Programme of Study

The scheme of work used at St. Mary’s is based on the QCA document, which sets out the knowledge, skills and understanding required about:

· The nature and practice of participative democracy

· The duties, responsibilities and rights of citizens

· The value to individuals, schools and society of involvement in the local and wider community.

· An awareness of local, national and world affairs and global issues

· An awareness of the economic realities of adult life.

The knowledge, skills and understanding to be taught are set as three interrelated parts:

· Knowledge and understanding about becoming an informed citizen.

· Development skills of enquiry and communication.

· Developing skills of participation and responsible action.

Global Citizenship

Global Citizenship is also an active part of our ethos.

Global citizenship can be reflected in the way we relate to those around us:  it is as much to do with how visitors are welcomed as it is about what and how teachers teach.  Global Citizenship is based on the principles of:-

· The importance of reaffirming or developing a sense of identity and self-esteem.

· Valuing pupils and addressing inequality within and outside school.

· Acknowledging the importance of relevant values, attitudes and personal and social education.

· Willingness to learn from the experiences of others around the world.

· Relevance to young people’s interests and needs.

· Supporting and increasing young people’s motivation to effect change.

· A holistic approach to Global Citizenship – that it should be an ethos permeating all areas of school life.

Pupils will learn through a variety of experiences in their primary years at St. Mary’s that there is a global dimension to the jobs we do, the clothes we wear, the food we eat, and the music we listen to.  There is a global dimension to the people and faith groups in our communities and the children in our schools. The global dimension affects the everyday decisions we make, from what to but to where to go on holiday.  What happens elsewhere has an impact on people in this country – decisions made in an overseas boardroom may affect a United Kingdom factory etc.

Curriculum Provision

Citizenship has been allocated status in the planning of blocked work covering all subjects, is recognised as a discrete subject, and as such has been given a percentage of teaching time to ensure adequate coverage of content.

We recognise that the links with other key areas of provision within the curriculum should be developed at every opportunity, particularly R.E., Personal, Social and Health Education, Geography, and History as well as incorporating the core subjects of Maths, English, Science and ICT to record, research and experiment.

Monitoring Evaluation and Review

The co-ordinator will review planning and collect evidence for school portfolio on an annual basis.  Whole staff meetings will review the areas covered by blocked curriculum to ensure progression throughout the school.

Teaching and Learning

As the subject is cross curricular the aim is to make this a stimulating and interesting subject for pupils, therefore, a variety of methodologies will be used to promote active learning e.g. research, group work and discussion, simulation activities, action and the approaches used to weave together three interrelated parts of the programme of study, i.e. through concepts, skills and enquiry.

Resources

A wide variety of resources have been purchased to enable teachers to use good quality sources of reference with their pupils.

Concluding Statement

The world we live in is unfair and unequal; we are presenting a curriculum at St. Mary’s, which will encourage our pupils to challenge this by giving them the tools to counter ignorance and intolerance.

