Spring Term 2007 Newsletter
	Mon 8th Jan
	Term begins            Yr 3 & Yr 4 have introduction to Chronicle visit

	Thurs 11th Jan
	Whole school mass to begin the term

	Wed 17th Jan
	Yr 6 Parents meeting 

	Thurs 18th Jan
	Selected pupils from Yr 4/5 mini basketball at Whickham Comp 4-6pm

	Wed 24th Jan
	Selected pupils from Yr 3 in tennis challenge at St T More 4-6pm

	Mon 29th Jan
	Reception visit Bear Factory am (packed lunch needed)

	Thurs 1st Feb
	Yr 3 and Yr 4 visit Chronicle Newsroom and Discovery Museum

	Fri 2nd Feb
	Key Stage 1 mass (Rec, Yr 1, Yr 2)

	Mon 5th Feb 
	Yr 6 visit Heworth CLC- technology project

	Tues 6th Feb
	Yr3/5 visit Heworth CLC

	Tues 6th Feb
	Selected pupils to Gateshead Leisure Centre 5 a side football

	Wed 7th Feb
	Selected pupils from Yr 4 Multi-skills Challenge St T More 

	Wed 14th Feb
	Selected pupils Yr 5 & Yr 6 Sports Hall Athletics at St T More 4-6.30pm

	Half Term   19th –23rd February

	Mon 26th Feb
	Return to school    Theatre group to visit – Stig of the Dump

	Tues 27th Feb
	Skipping Festival Gateshead Leisure Centre 4-6.30pm Yr 2

	Thurs 1st March
	St. David’s Day        Non uniform day £1 per child or per family

	Thurs 8th March
	Music workshop am session for Key Stage 1 (Rec,Yr 1,Yr2) 

	Thurs 8th March
	Selected pupils from KS 2 for Swimming Gala (details later)

	Wed 14th March
	First Reconciliation for Yr 3 at Immaculate Heart-Lobley Hill 6pm

	Wed 14th March
	Selected pupils Dance Festival at Gateshead Leisure Centre after school

	Mon 19th March
	3 teachers from St Anthony Academy Kenya here for 2 weeks

	Wed 21st March
	Music workshop am session for Key Stage 2 (Yr3,Yr4,Yr 5,Yr 6)

	Thurs 22nd March
	Selected pupils from Yr 5/6 hockey at Whickham Comp 1-4pm

	Tues 27th March
	Parents appointments Yr 1, Yr 3, Yr 5

	Wed 28th March
	Parents appointments Rec, Yr 2, Yr 4, Yr 6 

	Thurs 5th April
	Last day in School

	Easter Holidays  6th – 18th April 

	Thurs 19th April 
	Return to school 


	WINNERS of 200 CLUB

	
	OCTOBER
	NOVEMBER
	DECEMBER

	
	No
	Winner
	No
	Winner
	No
	Winner

	£50
	83
	G. McAloone
	132
	J. Hanson
	87
	B. Richardson

	£25
	72
	A.Hamilton
	87
	B.Richardson
	172
	J. Dolan

	£15
	22
	J Ostell
	55
	K. Renner
	79
	Veronica Taylor

	£10
	165
	J. Laidlaw
	29
	C.Connor
	212
	Kath Newby
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INFORMATION for Spring newsletter

	Themes/Topic
	Visits

	Rec   Bears
	Bear Factory

	Yr 1  Traditional fairy Tales
	

	Yr 2    
	

	Yr 3  Packaging and Magnets
	Evening Chronicle and Discovery Museum

	Yr 4  India
	

	Yr 5  Rivers – Water
	

	Yr 6  Bridges/photography  Music
	


	Lent 2007

	21st Feb ASH WEDNESDAY
	During half term holiday

	1st week 26thFeb-2nd March
	

	2nd week 5th -9th March
	

	3rd week 12th -16th March
	

	4th week 19th -23rd March
	

	5th week 26th –30th March
	

	6th week 2nd-5th April
	Holy Week 


	Masses

	11th Jan
	Whole school
	8th Feb
	
	15th March
	Rec, Yr 1,Yr 2

	18th Jan
	Yr 5
	15th Feb
	Yr 6
	22nd March
	Yr 5

	25th Jan
	Yr 4
	1st March
	Whole school
	29th March
	Yr 4

	2nd  Feb
	Rec, Yr 1, Yr 2
	8th March
	Yr 3
	5th April
	Liturgy
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Mrs Joyce and Mr McCarthy have arranged for our school to take part in the following events. Pupils who are selected will be notified closer to the event with specific arrangements.





18th Jan Yr 4/5 Mini basketball at Whickham School 4-6pm


24th Jan Yr 3 Tennis challenge at St Thomas More 4-6pm


6th Feb Yr 6 5 a side football at Gateshead Leisure Centre 


14th Feb Yr 5 /6 Sports Hall Athletics St T More 4-6.30pm


8th March Key Stage 2 Swimming Gala


14th March Yr 2 Dance Festival after school at Gateshead Leisure Centre


22nd March Yr 5/6 Mini hockey at Whickham School 1-4pm


27th Feb Skipping Festival at Gateshead Leisure Centre we intend to take all of Yr 2 by bus 4-6.30pm details later.





Lost Property 


Continues to be an issue. Pupils in Key Stage 1 (infants) are much better than pupils at Key Stage 2 in looking after their own clothing and property.


Every single item belonging to your child must be clearly marked with their name so that it can be returned to them if found lying around school.


Please encourage your child to become aware of the cost of clothing etc so that they learn to value their possessions and look after them.


Any spare boys trousers (KS 1) would be appreciated.
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Exciting News


The support of parents and families never ceases to impress me and I am delighted with the response to the fund raising efforts of the Friends of St Mary’s.





On the final day of term I confirmed the order for an Outdoor Adventure Trail to go on the school field as the next part in our plans for grounds development. The work should take place during the half term break in February. The Adventure Trail will be suitable for pupils of all ages and will develop their physical strength, agility and confidence.





The Raffle was an outstanding success and raised a total of  £757, which was organised by Mrs Hopkinson and matched by Barclays Bank to an AMAZING £ 1,507. 


The calendars, diaries, DVD’s were also very successfully organised by Mrs Williams, Mrs Kelly, Mrs Cameron and Mrs Smith.A huge thank you to them for all their efforts, time and support. Thanks to Mr Peters for the video. Thanks to the pupils in school and  the teachers who learned their lines and sang with such gusto to entertain us all as we prepared for Christmas. “There are, undoubtedly, some stars in the making!” 





European and World Links


Our Comenius link with schools in Italy, Spain and Germany this year is focussing on artists of our regions. 


Spain – Juan Gris


Italy – Fredirico Tamburri


England – Ivan Lidsay


Germany – Franz Marc


Our World link continues the theme of Water for Life, which fits into the curriculum in both our school, and St Anthony’s Academy. We are also looking at Children’s Rights in Citizenship and R.E.





Extended School Activities





We now offer a wide range of opportunities for pupils after school;


Mon – Guitar (Key Stage 2)            Football (due to start 22nd Jan for Yr 3)


Tues – Football Due to start 23rd Jan for Yr 2)


Tues – LUNCH TIME – Yr 4 & 5 Basketball/Netball (Mrs Joyce & Mr Robson)


Wed – Lunchtime Yr 5 & 6 Hockey (Mrs Joyce)


Thurs – Guitar (Key Stage 2)  Irish Dancing


Fri – Gymnastics


Our thanks to Mr Douglas and Mr Robson for their dedicated time and to Mr Leng who runs the football team. Mr Leng also organises additional football sessions but they are at different times each week as works shift times.





Congratulations to the Small SAINTS - Breakfast Club is going well and the After School Club is due to begin this term. Parents should contact Mrs Renner about this provision directly on 07748829206.








