                                



	Masses

	25th June – Rec. & Y2

	16th July – Y6 leavers and whole school end of Year Mass

	An invitation to your child’s class mass should be sent to you, however you are welcome to attend any or all of our class/school masses
Assemblies

18th June Year 6 Assembly 2.30 p.m.

25th June Year 5 Assembly 2.30 p.m.

6th July Year 2 Assembly 2.30 p.m.

13th July Year 3 Assembly 2.30 p.m.








    St Mary’s R.C. Primary  Newsletter 








Friends of St. Mary’s


The work of the Friends continues to be a strength of our school. 


The Ceilidh was a great success and a very enjoyable evening for parents and children. 


The 200 club also continues to be well supported with a monthly draw in school.


The ART exhibition which was held in school the week before half term was very well supported by parents and was well 


         managed by the Friends.


Sports Day will be the next activity when the Friends will support the school throughout the day on Friday 10th July.














Update for Summer Term 2009   





Latest News 





Sporting Achievements


There have been some remarkable successes since January. The swimming team won each event in the Dunston Pool School’s Gala. They were all involved again in the Civic Gala against all Gateshead Primary Schools. Once again with  outstanding success. 





The Bishop’s Cup


Both the boys and the girls football teams are enjoying great success by winning the prestigious ‘Bishops Cup’ which is an outstanding achievement for the players and the school.  St Mary’s last won the Bishops Cup in 1981 when Mr and Mrs Joyce and Mr Mills were pupils here! It is a FIRST for a school to win both girls and boys competition in the same year. Thanks to Mr McCarthy, Mr Sutcliffe, Mrs Joyce and Mr Douglas all who have given up their time in supporting the pupils and the school in participating in these events. 





Extended School Link


The link between the primary schools and St. Thomas More is now much more effective with a wide range of sporting activities aimed at the whole of Key Stage 2 and not just the older children.  


A number of children involved in sporting events out of school who are gifted and talented have also achieved outstanding results.  





A number of children took part in a very successful maths enrichment morning at St. Thomas More.  This term there will be an opportunity for a number of pupils in Year 5 to attend a similar enrichment morning relating to drama. Details to parents later.





Staff changes


Mr McCarthy has gained a new position at a different school and will be leaving St. Mary’s in July. His post in the process of being advertised and an appointment will be made in time for September.  We wish him every success in his new post.  Mrs Haighton will be leaving soon to await the birth of her baby. We wish her a happy maternity leave.  Her position will be covered by a temporary appointment until her return next year.   


Mrs O’Hara, as a founding member of the Pre-School, which has grown from strength to strength and is an asset to the school is retiring in July. Her support and enthusiasm for our young children has been exceptional.























200 Club Winners May 09


Prize�
Number�
Winner�
Contact�
�
£50�
123�
Susan Cameron�
Joseph Y3�
�
£25�
162 �
Catherine Booth�
Francesca Y4�
�
£15�
67�
Helen Giloney�
Matthew Y4�
�
£10�
171�
Max Williamson�
Max Y4�
�









 





Parents Consultation Meetings


This term parents will receive a written report on their child’s progress. If there are any concerns, problems or issues that you would like to discuss with the class teacher or Mrs McMillan please contact school to make a mutually convenient appointment.





 Creative Curriculum


This year each class has had the opportunity to have tuition provided by More than Dance Team who have shared their faith through Liturgical Dance which enables pupils to develop their experience of worship through music and dance.


All classes have also had an additional experience of a different genre of dance throughout the term ranging from Bollywood, to Street Dance provided through our commitment to the creative curriculum.





Comenius Partnership—The current Comenius partnership draws to a conclusion this academic year, with the final mobility visit, which took place in Munich Germany Monday 18th to Thursday 21st May.  Mrs McMillan, Mrs Armstrong and Miss Hunt presented the collaborative work from the pupils in school based on the author Livi Michael.  This included four beautifully presented posters with an visual and audio CD recorded by the pupils at the CLC as well as a power point presentation.  This was all well received by the other partners from Spain, Germany and Italy.  We will research in the Autumn and Spring Terms before beginning a new partnership in Autumn 2010.  


The German school were the co-ordinators for this project and the programme for this final visit was a great representation of Bavarian culture, food and customs.  We look forward to the next academic Year 2009/2010 to set up a new partnership with different European countries.  




















First Holy Communions





Year 3 pupils celebrated their First Holy Communion on Saturday 6th June.  It was a very spiritual occasion with reverence and joy throughout the celebration. They were very well prepared by Mrs Joyce, Mrs Haighton and with fantastic support from the Catechists of the parish:  Mrs Airey, Mrs Douglas, Mrs Rix, Mrs Welsh and Mrs Oakes.  Fr. Humble would like to invite children of all three parishes: St. Mary’s, Whickham, Immaculate Heart, Lobley Hill and St. Philip’s Dunston to Mass at Immaculate Heart on Sunday 14th June, which is the feast of Corpus Christi at 11.00 a.m.  We would like the children to dress in their First Communion outfits to enjoy a joint celebration.  





Educational Visits


This year is the second year we have provided an opportunity for Year 5 and Year 6 pupils to take part in a residential visit.  Year 5 accompanied by Mr Sutcliffe and Mrs McMillan                                            went to Blaithwaite near Carlisle May 5th-8th. It was a very wet week but the pupils took part in all activities with enthusiasm and developed their physical skills and personal qualities throughout the week.


Year 6 will go to Whithaugh Park during the week of 29th June when we hope the weather is kinder to them!!


Year 1 visited the Sea Life Centre and the Toy Museum on 3rd June 


Year 6 – 25th June – Victorian Walk


Year 6 – 26th June – To Allensford with all Year 6 pupils who will be going to St. Thomas More in September. 


Friday 26th June – Gateshead Athletics Festival, selected pupils from Years 3, 4 and 5.
































Gateshead Primary Review


Gateshead LA is carrying out a review of the educational provision in Whickham. This has involved meeting with all the Governing Bodies of every primary school in Whickham and additional meetings with Chair and Vice Chair. Following the meeting at St Mary’s the Governors prepared a statement to present to the LA with their vision for the future. As this consultation process has not been completed in time for a resolution to be taken by the Local Authority before September.  The process continues and will involve further consultation in the Autumn Term.








