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	Dates for your diary

	Half Term Mon 24th Oct – Fri 28th October

	Mon 31st Oct 
	Return to school after half term

	Tues 1st Nov
	Whole school mass Holy Day - All Saints 

	Thurs 3rd Nov
	Fr Jeff to welcome Yr 3 Parents to First Holy Communion Meeting

	Wed 9th Nov
	Fr Jeff’s Induction 7pm at St Mary’s RC Church

	Mon 14th Nov
	Final date to return Parent Governor Ballot Papers

Book Fair in school all week (New Exciting Company)

	Tues 15th Nov
	Parents Appointments for Yr 1, Yr 3, Yr 5 pupils

	Wed 16th Nov
	Parents Appointments for Yr 2 Yr 4 Yr 6 pupils

	Thurs 17th Nov
	A visit to school from Zoo Lab all classes will be involved

	Tues 22nd Nov 
	Friends of St Mary’s Coffee Morning specifically for new Reception parents and all parents are invited. 9.00am

4.15 School Choir are singing at St Mary’s Green in the village.

	Wed 23rd
	Friends of St Mary’s meeting in the school hall at 6pm, meetings are informal so please come along and see how the Friends work to improve our school for your children.

	Mon 28th Nov
	INSET day for school staff – pupils not in school
1st Week of ADVENT

	Wed 30th Nov
	POSSIBLE day of strike action (Public Servants Pensions)

	Wed 7th Dec
	First Reconciliation for pupils in Yr 3 6pm at St Mary’s RC Church

	Mon 12th Dec
	Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas production at 1.30pm

	Thurs 13th Dec
	Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas production at 9.30pm

Year 3 and Year 4 Christmas production at 1.30pm

	Wed 14th Dec
	9.30 Year 3 and Year 4 Christmas production at 9.30am

School Christmas Dinner

	Thurs 15th Dec
	Year 5 and Year 6 Christmas production at 1.30pm

Year 5 and Year 6 Christmas evening production at .6.00pm

	Fri 16th Dec
	Reception class nativity in St Mary’s RC Church at 10.00 am.

	Tues 20th Dec
	Christmas Party for Reception/Year 1 and Year 2 pupils

	Wed 21st Dec
	Christmas Party for Year 3 and 4 pupils

	Thurs 22nd Dec
	Whole school mass at 9.30am everyone welcome then to the school hall for mince pies and coffee and the Friends of St Mary’s Christmas Raffle

Christmas Party for Year 5 & 6 pupils
Last day of term   
Return on  Monday 9th January 2012

School website details are: www.whickhamstmarys.org.uk 




 



	Masses

	 An invitation to your child’s class Mass should be sent to you, however you are welcome to attend any or all of our class/school masses which are usually on  a Thursday at 9.30a.m. We will send out further details following the appointment of our new priest. 
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Friends of St Mary’s





The main fund raising event for this term will be a Christmas Raffle, further details will be sent out nearer the time.





Parental Involvement: In order to encourage greater parental awareness and involvement in the Friends of St. Mary’s the next meeting will be held in school on Wednesday 23rd November at 6pm. The aim will be to share experience and consider new ideas for events and fundraising. As there are a number of new parents (Reception) with younger siblings at home, it will be a good opportunity to have a parents coffee morning Tuesday 22nd November at 9.00 a.m. for them to get to know each other and share fresh ideas. 





Yellow Moon:  Mrs Proctor has arranged to have copies of the Yellow Moon catalogue delivered to school to be sent out to parents. Yellow Moon is a great way of raising money for school, all you have to do is buy some of the fun, educational products from the Yellow Moon Christmas catalogue and we will earn up to 20% cash back on everything you buy. Place your order by phone or fax quoting the unique source code shown of the front of the catalogue. “Happy Shopping”





Easy Fund Raising: One brilliant idea from another parent, Mrs Wilson was for us to register as a school to � HYPERLINK "http://www.easyfundraising.org" ��www.easyfundraising.org� which will enable anyone who shops on line to access this website before placing any order.


How it works: easyfundraising is the simplest way to raise funds for your good cause. You shop online with your favourite stores and you raise money at the same time. It's that easy. There are thousands of well known retailers including � HYPERLINK "http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/boden" �Boden�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/marks-and-spencer" �M&S�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/argos" �Argos�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/vodafone" �Vodafone� and many more. The retailers love supporting good causes and will donate a percentage of your spend to our cause when you shop with them through the easyfundraising site. 


Firstly, � HYPERLINK "http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/register" �register yourself for free� and tell us which cause you want to support, our cause is Friends of St Mary’s RC Primary School Whickham, it's completely free. 


When you've registered, you're ready to shop and raise money! Simply click on the retailer you want, then shop as you would normally. When you make a purchase, easyfundraising will send you an email telling you how much you've raised and pass the donation to our cause.


January 2012: As January might be a quiet month for parents!! It was suggested that we have an 80’s Fancy Dress Theme Quiz and Disco on Friday 27th January. More details later. 





Parish news 


Fr Jeff is continuing to run the highly successful programme Journey in Faith for anyone interested in knowing more about their faith or anyone interested in becoming a Catholic. Every Thursday at 7.00 – 8.00pm at Immaculate Heart Church, refreshments at 6.45pm. All are welcome. (A number of parents from St Mary’s join this course each year).





Pupil Progress Meetings 


Meetings have been arranged for 15th and 16th of November to speak with your child’s teacher on their progress this year. 


If there are any additional issues or concerns you wish to discuss please call in to see Mrs McMillan.


Mrs McHugh will also be available to discuss children receiving additional support.











Welcome back to everyone after the half term break, the dark nights are here again so winter must be on the way. This year we have the text messaging system when we will be able to inform parents immediately if there are any changes to school opening etc. So please keep us up to date with any changes you make to telephone or mobile numbers, Thank you.


As you know we have had seen lots of new babies arriving since September. Congratulations to all families who have a new baby. Congratulations also to Mrs Joyce on the birth of Katie and Mrs Haighton on the birth of Ben.








Governing Body


There is a vacancy for a parent governor on the Governing Body of St Mary’s School; I am delighted with the response and interest of three parents, Mr Steve Young, Mrs Esme Cochrane, and Mr Graham Proctor. Please read their statements sent out this week and return in a sealed envelope by Monday 14th November with your vote. Thank You. 








