              

	Dates for your diary Autumn term 2008

	Mon 1st Sept  INSET DAY pupils are not in school
	Mon 3rd Nov INSET DAY pupils are not in school

	Tues 2nd Sept Pupils return to school
	Tues 4th Nov Y5 & Y6 Dance workshop

	Wed 10th Sept Friends of St Mary’s meeting 
	Wed 5th Nov Music Workshop Key Stage 2

	Tues 16th Sept Y4 & Y5 Parents Sessions 6pm 
	Thurs 6th Nov Celebrate VOCATIONS DAY

	Mon 22nd Sept Reception attend full time
	Tues 11th Nov Friends of St Mary’s meet at 7.30pm Gibside Hotel         

	Tues 23rd Sept Y2 & Y6 SAT’s Parents meeting 6pm
	Mon 17th Nov  Book Fayre in school all week

	Thurs 25th Sept School Team Football Match (selected)
	Wed 19th Nov Provisional date for Confirmations Y 5 & Y6

	Wed 1st Oct Rec, Y 1 & Y2 Music Workshop
	Tues 25th Nov Parents Appointments Y 3 & Y 4

	Thurs 2nd Oct SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHER in school
	Wed 26th Nov Parents Appointments Rec, Y 1 & Y 2

	Thurs 2nd Oct School Team Football Match (selected)
	Thurs 27th Nov Parents Appointments Y 5 & Y 6

	Tues 7th Oct Rec & Y1 Parents Session 6pm
	Tues 9th Dec Y 1 & Y 2 Performance 2.00p.m.

	Wed 8th -10th Oct Comenius visit to Atri, Italy
	Wed 10th Dec Y 1 &Y 2 Performance 10.00 a.m.

	Thurs 9th Oct School Team Football Match (selected)
	Wed 10th Dec Y 5 &Y 6 Performance 2.00p.m.

	Thurs 16th Oct School Team Football Match (selected)
	Thurs 11th Dec Y 3 & Y 4 Advent Assembly 2.00pm.

	Thurs 23rd Oct Y6 to Eden Camp class visit

                 School Team Football Match (selected)
	Mon 15th Dec Y 5 & Y 6 Evening Performance 6.00p.m.


	SCHOOL DISCO Thurs 23rd Oct Theme : Hallowe’en   
Rec Yr 1& Yr 2 from 5pm – 6.15  Key Stage 2 6.30 pm– 7.45pm
	Tues 16th Dec Key Stage 1 Party 1.15p.m

                      Y 5 & Y 6 To Northern Stage Theatre 

	
	Wed 17th Dec Y 3 & Y 4 Christmas Party

	
	Thurs 18th Dec Whole School Mass

                       Y 5 & Y 6 Christmas Party

	
	Fri 19th Dec School ends tonight return 4th Jan 2009


	Masses

	4th Sept Whole School
	6th Nov Whole School

	25th Sept Y1 and Y6 
	20th Nov Rec and Y5

	9th Oct Y3 and Y4
	4th Dec Y1 and Y6- First week Advent

	23rd Oct Y2 and Y5
	18th Dec Whole School

	An invitation to your child’s class mass should be sent to you, however you are welcome to attend any or all of our class/school masses, 


 Class Topics for this term
 Rec      Ourselves & Journeys
 Year 1  Myself & Florence Nightingale
       

 Year 2  Health, Growth,The Great Fire

 Year 3 Teeth & The Romans

 Year 4 The Tudors & Electricity
 Year 5 Keeping Healthy & Rivers

 Year 6 Myself & World War 2
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A Special letter from Yr 6 Pupils

Dear Parents,

At Holy Island on the S.V.P. Camp we had a chance to buy hats, shawls and scarves that were made by a group of nuns in PERU. They are very poor and the money that is raised from these sales goes back to the nuns, as that is what they live on.
All the items are multi-coloured and have different patterns; they are priced at £5 each. At S.V.P. camp we raised £200 !

We would like to have a stall at school so we can sell these items to raise money. The stall will be open each morning and each night from Monday 6th October – Thursday 17th October. 

Please come and buy to help the nuns work with the poor children in Peru.
From Rachel Bell and Emma Cartwright in Yr 6

St Mary’s Newsletter





NEW SCHOOL ENTRANCE


The New Entrance to school is due to be completed in November.


We intend to locate a Plasma Information Screen in the waiting area to inform parents and visitors or events in school. 


We would also like to display a school mission statement which accurately reflects the ethos of the school. Any suggestions you have would be appreciated.


Once the work is complete there will be a new school sign and new outside parents notice board.





Whilst the School Office, Head Teachers Office and ICT suite are under construction we will be located in the library area, with any private discussions taking place in a confidential area.  We will do our best to carry on as usual. Thank you for your co-operation 





Please note: A reminder that pupils attending after school activities will be escorted by the group leader taking the activity to the yard each night where parents can meet them. 











Collecting Pupils


Open door policy in school refers to good communication between school/parents, parents/school. Mrs McMillan is available every morning to bring in the children. Parents are welcome to speak to Mrs McMillan or in her absence to Mrs Wright or Mrs Ostell at this time to report any concern or make an appointment. Mrs Dobson and Mrs Norman are available at the entrance to school for messages to be given to teachers. Private appointments to discuss particular concerns or issues are available by contacting school to make arrangements. General queries are usually resolved by Mrs Noble 4205828.


By managing systems for pupils to line up on entry to school each morning and lining pupils up with class teacher at the end of the day we aim to ensure that pupils are safe at all times. 


It is essential that the school is kept clear. Therefore parents are reminded that the area for parent’s to wait both morning and evening is under the trees at the top of the yard. 


This ensures that once parents move forward to collect their child the teacher knows that they are safe. In the summer term there were a number of accidents after school involving children who had been left unsupervised after being collected by parents.











School Grounds


The next area to be developed for pupils is the area on the field under the trees. This term we will be asking pupils and parents for their suggestions as to what they would like. Some ideas so far have been a stage area, walking trails, seating, etc. This will be funded by Friends of St Mary’s.





Friends of St Mary’s


Sports Day was once again a great success. A Huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped and provided refreshments also to everyone who attended and contributed to the events of the day.





200 Club


July 2008


Prize�
Number�
Winner�
Contact�
�
£50�
119�
L. Young�
Harry Y4�
�
£25�
60�
G. Syron�
Lewis Y5�
�
£15�
136�
K. Spark�
Mrs McMillan�
�
£10�
148�
E. Webb�
Tia Y3�
�



August 2008


Prize�
Number�
Winner�
Contact�
�
£50�
28�
C. Kilday�
Sophie Y5�
�
£25�
123�
S.Cameron�
Joseph Y2�
�
£15�
209�
E.Drummond�
Maria�
�
£10�
67�
H.Giloney�
Matthew Y3�
�






Welcome


Welcome to our new Reception who start school this term and their parents who join our school community. Also to Mr Sutcliffe who joins the staff as a teacher in Year 5. To Mrs Armstrong who will continue as Learning Support Teacher in the afternoon sessions and has taken over the role of Mrs Barrett in the morning sessions covering Key Stage 2 classes. To Mrs Pomery who is covering the afternoon sessions in Year 3.  To Kain Zheng, who has joined Y4 and Leon Manuel who has joined Y3.


Congratulation to Miss Hawthorne who was married during the summer and is now Mrs Haighton.





Dinner Money


Please note dinner money is £1.75 per day £8.75 per week.  It is essential that this is paid on Monday morning in an envelope marked with your child’s name and class.  





Outstanding Achievement


Congratulations to Ciara Sordy and Oliver Robson who were presented with the John Paul II Award by Fr. Humble for their outstanding contribution as pupils to St. Mary’s.  


To Sarah Stephenson in Year 5 who has taken part in the Irish Dancing National Championships.


To Jordan Symonds who has represented the County at Cricket. To Stephanie and Francesca Booth who have represented the North East Lawn Tennis Association for their age group. Stephanie is Durham and Cleveland County Champion for age 10, which is the age group above her own!


End of Key Stage 1 Results


Level 2c and above


Maths             94%


English-Reading  84%


English-Writing  73%


End of Key Stage 2 Results


 Level 4 and above


Maths      97% with 67% Level 4 and 30% Level 5


English     96% with 70% Level 4 and 26% Level 5


Science  100% with 30%  Level 4 and 70% Level 5


These are Fantastic results, Congratulations to all of the pupils in Year 2 and Year 6 who worked so hard, to their teachers Mrs Haighton and Miss Hunt and to all parents and families for your encouragement and support.


ENRICHMENT


The enthusiasm established by the introduction of French in Key Stage 2 by Mrs Barrett supported by Mrs Davison (volunteer parent of Timothy) will be continued and further developed by Mrs Joyce in Key Stage 2 with the teaching of French. Mrs Ostell is very pleased with pupil progress in Spanish in Key Stage 2 she is sure some demonstrated their skills while on holiday this year!  


HOMEWORK QUESTIONNAIRE


Following the feedback from parents on the Homework Questionnaire, we are holding INFORMATION giving sessions for each year group please see the dates on the first page. Year 3 parents had their meeting with Mrs Joyce before the Summer break. Maths homework for all classes will be games packs which were piloted in Yr 1 before summer.











